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Aaron Dorfman, Executive Director, National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy. 
Washington, DC 
Aaron Dorfman is executive director of the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP), a 
research and advocacy organization based in Washington, D.C. NCRP works to ensure America’s grantmakers 
are responsive to the needs of those with the least wealth, opportunity and power. Before joining NCRP in 2007, 
Dorfman served for 15 years as a community organizer with two national organizing networks, spearheading 
grassroots campaigns to improve public education, expand public transportation for low-income residents and 

improve access to affordable housing. He holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from Carleton College (where he studied under 
the late Senator Paul Wellstone) and a master’s degree in philanthropic studies from the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University. 
Dorfman frequently speaks and writes about the importance of diversity in philanthropy, the benefits of foundation funding for 
advocacy and community organizing, and the need for greater accountability and transparency in the philanthropic sector.

Senator Al Franken of Minnesota 
Alan Stuart “Al” Franken is the junior United States Senator from Minnesota. He is a member of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, which affiliates with the national Democratic Party. Franken achieved note as 
a writer and performer for the television show Saturday Night Live from its inception in 1975 before moving to 
writing and acting in films and television shows. He then became a political commentator, author of five books 
and host of a nationally syndicated radio show on the Air America Radio network.

Alan Fisher, Executive Director, California Reinvestment Coalition (CRC). San Francisco, CA 
Alan Fisher has been Executive Director of the California Reinvestment Coalition (CRC) since 1992.  CRC is 
a statewide membership organization of more than two hundred and fifty nonprofit organizations and public 
agencies that advocates with financial institutions for increased lending, investment, and financial services to low 
income communities and communities of color.  CRC’s goals are equal access to finance for all Californians and 
an end to the two tier lending system that causes lower income people to pay more for financial access.  CRC has 
CRA agreements with major California financial institutions, including Bank of America, City National Bank, 

Comerica Bank, Union Bank of California, Wells Fargo Bank, U.S. Bank, and Washington Mutual Savings.  CRC members meet 
with these institutions regularly for dialog to expand products and services available to low income and minority communities that 
also offer positive opportunities for the institution.  In addition, CRC negotiates with insurance companies and others entities in the 
consolidating financial sector to increase their investments and services to under-served communities.  CRC also works on the issues 
of payday, subprime mortgage and tax refund lending.
 Mr. Fisher has a background as a labor and community activist, writer, small business person, management consultant, 
electronic repairman, researcher, college lecturer, and foundation staffer.  He has written or contributed to CRC reports on small 
business lending, payday lending, affordable housing, mortgage redlining, small business technical assistance and other community 
issues.  Mr. Fisher is on the Board of Directors of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition, Bernal Heights Housing 
Corporation, Centro del Pueblo, and other California organizations.  He has an M.B.A. from the University of California at Los 
Angeles and a B.A. from the University of California at Santa Cruz.

Alan Jenkins, Executive Director, Opportunity Agenda. New York, NY
Alan Jenkins is Executive Director of The Opportunity Agenda, a communications, research, and policy 
organization dedicated to building the national will to expand opportunity for all. Before joining The 
Opportunity Agenda, Alan was Director of Human Rights at the Ford Foundation, managing over $50 million 
in grant making annually in the United States and eleven overseas regions. Previously, he served as Assistant 
to the Solicitor General at the U.S. Department of Justice, where he represented the United States government 

in constitutional and other litigation before the U.S. Supreme Court. Prior to that, he was Associate Counsel to the NAACP Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., where he defended the rights of low-income communities suffering from exploitation and 
discrimination.
 His other positions have included Assistant Adjunct Professor of Law at Brooklyn Law School, Law Clerk to Supreme Court 
Justice Harry A. Blackmun, Law Clerk to U.S. District Court Judge Robert L. Carter, and Coordinator of the Access to Justice Project 
of the American Civil Liberties Union. Alan is a member of the Legal Services Corporation’s Special Task Force on Fiscal Oversight, 
serves on the Board of Governors of the New School University, and is a Co-Chair of the American Constitution Society’s Project on 
the Constitution in the Twenty-First Century. He holds a J.D. from Harvard Law School, an M.A. in Media Studies from New School 
University, and a B.A. in Psychology and Social Relations from Harvard College.
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Alan Rosenblatt, Associate Director for Online Advocacy, Center for American Progress. 
Washington, DC 
Alan Rosenblatt is the Associate Director for Online Advocacy at CAPAF. He is a frequent speaker and author 
on digital media, advocacy, and politics, including social networking, blogging, grassroots, and mobile advocacy 
strategies. He is the founder of the Internet Advocacy Center and the Internet Advocacy Roundtable; an adjunct 
professor at Georgetown, Johns Hopkins, and American Universities, where he teaches Media and Politics in the 

Digital Age, Internet Politics, Digital Political Strategies, and Internet Advocacy Communications; a blogger at the Huffington Post, 
TechPresident.com and DrDigiPol.com, and a former fellow at George Washington University’s Institute for Politics, Democracy, & 
the Internet.  
 Alan is also a founding team member of Media Bureau Networks, a pioneer in streaming media services; a contributing 
editor to PoliticsOnline.com; serves on the editorial boards of several scholarly journals dedicated to the study of the Internet, politics, 
and government; and is a member of the Board of Directors for E-Democracy.org. He taught Political Science at George Mason 
University for nine years, where, in 1995, he launched the first-ever cyberpolitics course. With MBN, he webcasted live coverage of the 
2000 presidential conventions. In 2001, he served as Vice President for the Online Advocacy Services division at Stateside Associates. 
From 2003 to 2005 he served as Director of Training Programs at e-advocates.  
 Alan has a Ph.D. in Political Science from American University, an M.A. in Political Science from Boston College, and a B.A. 
in Political Science and Philosophy from Tufts University. He lives in Arlington, Virginia.

Ana Recio Harvey, Assistant Administrator for Women’s Business Ownership, U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA). Washington, DC 
As the U.S. Small Business Administration’s assistant administrator for women’s business ownership, Ana Recio 
Harvey is the director of the SBA’s Office of Women’s Business Ownership.  She oversees the agency’s efforts 
to promote the growth of women-owned businesses through programs that provide business training and 
counseling, access to credit and capital, and multiple business and networking opportunities. Harvey manages a 
nationwide network of women’s business centers that provide training and counseling to hundreds of thousands 

of entrepreneurs in nearly every state and two U.S. territories. Her office also works with representatives in every SBA district office to 
oversee operations of the women’s business centers and to coordinate services for women entrepreneurs. 
 After working as a translation consultant from 1991 to 2000, Harvey established Syntaxis, LLC, a highly successful SBA 
8(a)-certified multilingual communications company with clients from Fortune 500 companies, government agencies, and nonprofit 
organizations.  Harvey successfully grew her company from a single English-to-Spanish translation agency into a full-service 
multilingual communications firm with 75 employees handling communications and translations in 25 languages.
 While still managing her company, Harvey served for two years as Latino programs director with Latino Programs Director 
for Cultural Tourism DC, where she developed relationships with community-based organizations and Latino audiences in the 
Washington DC Metropolitan Area.  She developed and implemented tourism promotions and activities that highlighted Latino-
based cultural tourism sites and programs in Washington’s historic neighborhoods.  
 In 2007, Harvey was named president and CEO of the Greater Washington Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, a post she held 
until President Obama appointed her to lead the Office of Women’s Business Ownership.  At the Chamber, she set the direction and 
provided the leadership that helped the organization fulfill its philosophy, mission and strategy, and enabled it to achieve its annual 
financial goals and community objectives.
 Harvey holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Houston

Andrea Mitchell, Partner, BuckleySandler LLP. Washington, DC 
Andrea Mitchell, a partner in the law firm of BuckleySandler LLP, counsels financial services companies on 
regulatory compliance and risk management with respect to the Truth in Lending Act, the Fair Housing Act, the 
Equal Credit Opportunity Act, and unfair and deceptive trade practices statutes.  Ms. Mitchell has represented 
clients in federal and state enforcement agency investigations, congressional investigations, and corporate 
internal investigations.  Prior to joining Buckley Sandler LLP, Ms. Mitchell was a counsel in the Legal Division 

at the Federal Reserve Board where she worked on consumer regulations.  Before working at the Federal Reserve Board, Ms. Mitchell 
was a litigation associate in private practice. 

Barbara R. Stucki, PH.D., Vice President for Home Equity Initiatives, National Council on 
Aging. Washington, DC 
Dr. Stucki has spent 18 years working to help older Americans manage the financial challenges of aging. 
Currently she is Vice President for Home Equity Initiatives, where she oversees the National Council on 
Aging’s reverse mortgage counseling network, and conducts research to inform policymakers and the financial 
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services industry on the emerging role of home equity to as a retirement resource. Prior to NCOA, Barbara was a senior policy analyst 
for the American Council of Life Insurers, where she advanced the role of long-term care insurance as a retirement planning tool. 
She also spent six years at AARP, working on issues relating to long-term care financing and insurance. Dr. Stucki has testified before 
Congress and the Federal Reserve Board, and her work has been cited by the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, 
USA Today, Bloomberg, Money Magazine, Business Week, Fortune Magazine, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Magazine, and National 
Public Radio among others.  

Barbara Dorf, Director, Office of Departmental Grants Management and Oversight, U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. Washington, DC  
Barbara Dorf is the Director, Office of Departmental Grants Management and Oversight.  The office serves as the single point of 
contact for grants management information within the Department of Housing and Urban Development.  
 The office is responsible for management of HUD’s NOFA process in which available competitive funds are announced 
annually; increasing Transparency in HUD programs in fulfillment of the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 
2006, as amended in 2009; development of performance eLogic models for each competitive programs; and working with the 26 
other federal grant making agencies and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) in creating common application and reporting 
requirements across the federal government.  
 Barbara has been with HUD for 35 years and has held a variety of policy and program positions in the Office of the Chief 
Human Capital Officer, Office of Administration, Office of the Secretary and the Office of Community Planning and Development 
within HUD.  Her experiences include development of grants policy and program management, personnel management, workload 
analysis, field office organizational structure, and performance measurement.  She has received numerous awards and honors 
including receipt of a Hammer Award for Innovating the SuperNOFA in 1999, for Secretary’s Award for Excellence in 1999, the 
National Grants Management Association Distinguished Service Award in 2004, the Harry Hatry Distinguished Performance 
Measurement Practice Award in 2007, the National Public Service award in 2007, and the HUD Award for advancement of policies 
for persons with disabilities through the SuperNOFA in 2007. 

Bethany Sanchez, Director of Fair Lending, Metropolitan Milwaukee Fair Housing Council 
(MMFHC). Milwaukee, WI 
Bethany Sanchez has worked in the non-profit housing and community development sectors for more than 
25 years in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and in San Diego, California.  Ms. Sanchez is the Vice President of the 
Community and Economic Development (CED) Program at the Metropolitan Milwaukee Fair Housing Council 
(MMFHC).  The CED Program works to further fair housing goals through proactive education, outreach, and 

advocacy work on fair lending, fair growth, and affordable housing issues.  Ms. Sanchez created and coordinates MMFHC’s Strategies 
to Overcome Predatory Practices, an award winning initiative that partners with dozens of Milwaukee organizations and businesses 
to help prevent predatory home loans and mortgage foreclosures.  This work takes place through direct borrower assistance, outreach 
and education, research, expanding financial options for borrowers, and addressing legislative and regulatory reforms.  Ms. Sanchez 
is Vice Chair of the Boards of Directors of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition and the Urban Economic Development 
Association of Wisconsin.  She is also a founding Board Member of Rebuilding Together of Greater Milwaukee.  During her years in 
California, Ms. Sanchez served as the Executive Director of the Nonprofit Federation for Housing and Community Development, and 
as an active participant on the Boards of Housing California and the California Community Economic Development Association.

Bill Emerson, CEO, Quicken Loans. Detroit, MI
Bill Emerson is chief executive officer of Quicken Loans Inc., the nation’s largest online home lender. Bill is 
responsible for the day-to-day leadership and growth of Quicken Loans.
 Bill joined the company in 1993 as a mortgage banker. His passion and commitment for learning and 
growing, and his zeal for taking care of clients, helped him take on many roles at the company. He pioneered 
Dan Gilbert’s Mortgage-In-A-Box concept, a way of doing business over the phone, which led to the centralized 
business model that Quicken Loans utilizes today.

Bill’s leadership ability afforded him the opportunity to run several business units at Quicken Loans including the early stages of the 
company’s web center and a joint venture with Michigan National bank. Bill also led all mortgage operations for the company, where 
he was responsible for driving performance within all Quicken Loans businesses, including Rock Financial, the company’s southeast 
Michigan brand.
 In February of 2002, Emerson was promoted to CEO.
 Quicken Loans Inc., which consists of Quicken Loans, Rock Financial, One Reverse Mortgage and Title Source, employs 
nearly 4,000 team members and closed a record $29 billion in home loan volume in 2010. The company has ranked in the top-30 of 
FORTUNE Magazine’s “100 Best Companies to Work For” the past eight years (ranking as high as No. 2). The company also has been 
ranked as one of Computerworld Magazine’s “100 Best Places to Work in Technology” the past six years, ranking No. 1 in 2005, 2006 
and 2007.
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 Bill is also active in the community. In 2010, and for the second consecutive year, he served as the corporate chair for the 
Walk to Defeat ALS. His leadership helped raise more than $500,000 for the ALS Association. His efforts were honored by the 
organization, who bestowed him with their highest honor: The Iron Horse Award.
 Bill is an active spokesperson on the housing industry, and serves on the Mortgage Bankers Association Residential Board of 
Governors and the Housing Policy Executive Council. He also is a member of the board of directors of Xenith, Inc., a football helmet 
company dedicated to advancing safety and activity through innovation and education, and is a minority owner of the Cleveland  
Cavaliers. 
 Bill earned a bachelor’s degree in business from Penn State, where he was a member of the university’s 1982 National 
Championship football team.
 Bill and his wife reside in Southeast Michigan with their two children.

Bobbi Ball, Executive Director, Partners in Community Building. Chicago, IL
Bobbi Ball, the Executive Director and Founder of Partners In Community Building, INC. (PICB), a Not-
For Profit Organization that provides housing, education and supportive services to seniors, individuals 
and low to moderate income families. She consults regularly with executives from a variety of fields to help 
create synergistic solutions to housing and community-impacting problems. Bobbi serves on the Board of 
Directors for Elliott Donnelley Youth Centers, one of the oldest youth centers in Chicago that began in 1956. 
She has been instrumental in soliciting financial and human service support from United Airlines and other 
corporations for a broad range of community service initiatives. In 2000 she worked diligently to make the 
Chicago/Osaka Sister Cities International program a success. Since 2000 she has served on the Youth Impact 

committee at United Way. She has lectured at various institutions including Elmhurst College, Burroughs School, and Corpus Attucks 
School on the importance of commitment to education and career development in ones chosen field of interest. She is a member of 
the Community Development Advisory Committee (CDAC), her role is that of an advocate of the communities in Chicago for the 
establishment and maintenance of CDBG government-assisted programs and services that can realistically achieve defined goals and 
objectives and provide the decision makers with advantage of its first-hand knowledge of community facts, experiences, perceptions, 
and opinions. Members of the CDAC Committee are chosen from among City of Chicago residents nominated by the community 
and citywide organizations. Nominees are selected in a manner to assure the committee reflects the demographic mixture of the 
City of Chicago. Before becoming director of the not for profit, she served as a consultant for Alderman Toni Preckwinkle on special 
projects. Born on the Southside of Chicago, Illinois where she raised her two children, she now resides on the gold coast. Bobbi’s 
volunteering and community service are priorities in her life. She is dedicated to improving the lives of people who are financially 
challenged in the city of Chicago.

Brenda Grauer, Housing Policy Advisor, Office of the Illinois Attorney General. Chicago, IL 
Brenda Grauer currently serves as Housing Policy Advisor and Assistant Attorney General for the Office of the Illinois Attorney 
General where she operates a statewide Homeowner Helpline for consumers at risk of foreclosure. She is a HUD-approved reverse 
mortgage counselor and conducts trainings for housing counselors in the areas of pre-purchase, post-purchase, default, foreclosures  
reverse mortgages.
 An attorney for the past 13 years, Brenda has focused her career on the creation and preservation of affordable housing 
opportunities for low and moderate-income individuals. As senior attorney at the Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago’s Senior 
Housing Law Project, she represented hundreds of seniors facing the loss of their homes due to predatory lending practices. She 
conducted trainings for over 2500 homeowners, social service providers, attorneys and housing counselors throughout Illinois to 
identify and avoid abusive lenders, brokers and contractors and assisted in the drafting of Illinois’ High Cost Home Loan Act, a state 
anti-predatory lending initiative. Grauer is a graduate of Northwestern University and the University Of Illinois, College of Law, and is 
a member of the Illinois Bar Association.

Carlos E. Guzman, Senior Business Development Specialist, Minority Business Development 
Agency, U.S. Department of Commerce. Washington, DC  
As the Senior National Business Development Specialist for the Department of Commerce’s Minority Business 
Development Agency (MBDA), Mr. Guzman is responsible for addressing national minority business 
development issues with special emphasis on access to Markets. He currently leads the “Access to Markets” team 
for the MBDA Office of Business Development. In that role he has created the Portfolio Companies Initiative 
(PCI) with a focus on the next generation of $100 Million revenue minority business enterprises (MBEs). He 

recently led the MBDA Recovery Team focused on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Other Initiatives and projects 
include IDIQ strategies, “matching” larger contracts with larger minority businesses, technology transfer, Federal Grants, MBDA 
MED Week B2B “matching” Expo coordinator. Other major projects included the Emerging Business Leaders Summit and the 
Emerging Minority Business Leaders Program, two highly effective Youth Entrepreneurship programs. 
 Before accepting his current position, Mr. Guzman was the Midwest Regional Director for MBDA.  Before that he served 
as the Chief Financial Officer for the Carlos Rosario Charter School, one of the largest adult charter schools in the nation.  He also 
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served as the Community Development director for the First National Bank of Maryland. Prior to that, he spent 23 years with 
Citicorp/Citibank in various capacities that included Retail Bank Mortgage Sales director, Retail Bank Area Director, Commercial 
Branch Manager and Municipal Bond Operations manager.
In addition to the above other affiliations and projects have included:
•	 2008 Loaned Executive to the Combined Federal Campaign (U.S. Treasury and U.S. Senate)
•	 Executive Committee and Founder – Hispanic Government Network (2008)
•	 Founder and Advisor Africa Interest Group (2008)
•	 Founder Federal Government Minority Serving Institutions – Community of Partners (2008)
•	 Acting Grants Manager – 45 Minority Enterprise Centers and Opportunity Centers
•	 Program Manager – Youth Entrepreneurship (Emerging Business Leaders Summit and the Emerging Minority Business 

Leaders Program) (2002 – 2007)
•	 Former Chair of the SBA Lenders Quality Circle for the Washington DC region
•	 Mr. Guzman, a Vietnam-era veteran, earned a B.S. degree in Finance from New York University, and graduated from the 

American Institute of Banking.  He has been married for the past 38 years to Evelyn Lopez de Guzman, a well-known artist, and 
is a proud Grandfather with two daughters, Carla (Pediatric DDS) and Eliza (Pediatric RN)

Charles Harris, Executive Director, Housing Education & Economic Development, Inc. Jackson, MS
Charles Harris is the Founder and Executive Director of Housing Education and Economic Development, Inc. (HEED), a non-profit 
comprehensive housing organization certified by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.  It is also a Fair 
Housing Agency certified by both the United States Department of Justice and the Department of Housing and Urban Development.  
For 18 years now, HEED has been assisting Mississippians with Fair Housing, Fair Lending issues from its strategic location in 
Jackson, Mississippi.  Prior to founding HEED in 1989, Mr. Harris worked for the Jackson Urban League.  He is a native of Jackson, 
Mississippi and a 1966 graduate of Alcorn State University where he received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Social Science.  Mr. 
Harris also taught United States History at Temple School in Vicksburg, Mississippi from 1966 to 1969.  He received FHIP/FHAP 
training from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and Fair Housing Testing training from the Department 
of Justice.  The John Marshall Law School Fair Housing Legal Support Center and the National Fair Housing Alliance as well as the 
San Diego Fair Housing Council provided him further training.  Mr. Harris is President of the Mississippi Federation of Housing 
Counselors and Board Member of the National Federation of Housing Counselors.  He is also Chairman of the Housing Committee 
for the Mississippi State NAACP and serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the National Community 
Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC) based in Washington, D.C.  Housing Education and Economic Development is also a member of 
the Mississippi Housing Coalition, Mississippi Housing Initiative and the Mississippi Reinvestment Coalition.

Charles Helms, Director of National Affairs for Apprisen Financial Advocates
Apprisen, founded in 1955, is one of the oldest Financial and Housing Counseling organizations in the United 
States.  The agency operates over 60 offices across the country extending from Miami in the Southeast to the 
Seattle area in the Northwest.  
 Helms served as the CEO of Consumer Counseling Northwest prior to the agency’s merger with Apprisen.  
He chaired the Financial Education Committee of the “Bank on Seattle/King County” program which was the 
second successful unbanked outreach program in the country.  
 He was one of the initiating partners of the “Tribal Housing Assistance Team”; served on the Governor’s 
Financial Literacy Committee; helped create CCNW’s “Financial Survival in the Outside World” transitional 

program for people leaving incarceration and re-entering the community in Washington and Northwest Oregon; is a Team Leader for 
the Council on Accreditation for Children and Family Services; serves on the Board for ARCH “A Regional Coalition for Housing” 
which is the collaborative affordable housing program for sixteen Eastside King County municipalities in the Seattle area.
 Prior to joining Consumer Counseling Northwest, Helms, a graduate of the Center for Creative Leadership’s “Non Profit 
Executive Leadership” program, directed Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Southern Colorado; served as President of the 
Colorado Housing Counseling Coalition; worked as a Board Member for the “Colorado Affordable Housing Partnership” and “Rural 
Housing Now”; and chaired the “Colorado Housing NOW!” regional affordable Housing Conference.

David Berenbaum, Chief Program Officer, National Community Reinvestment Coalition. 
Washington, DC 
David Berenbaum serves as The National Community Reinvestment Coalition’s Chief Program Officer.  Mr. 
Berenbaum is responsible for implementing NCRC’s policy, research, compliance, community lending, and 
civil rights programs.  In 2010 he testified before the House Financial Services Committee Sub Committee 

on Housing & Opportunity on fair lending enforcement issues and during 2009 he testified twice before the House Financial 
Services Committee on solutions to the current foreclosure crisis.  Prior to that, in 2008, he testified before the Senate Banking 
Committee hearing on solutions to the current sub-prime mortgage melt-down.  His current national public policy and regulatory 
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focus includes initiatives to expand the Community Reinvestment Act to reach all financial service providers, to create a consumer 
financial protection agency, and expand reform regulatory oversight of rating agencies, to mention but a few issues.  Mr. Berenbaum 
has achieved a national reputation as a civil rights expert and advocate.  He attained national recognition for fair housing and related 
consumer protection advocacy and has appeared as an expert on numerous national news magazine shows – including Dateline NBC, 
48 Hours, The CBS Evening News, Bloomberg, CNBC, CNN and others.  Recently, his work documenting fair lending compliance 
issues and challenging discriminatory practices by rating agencies, mortgage brokers, servicers, redlining by national and problematic 
“foreclosure scams” has been extensively reported by the media. 

Mr. Berenbaum is responsible for coordinating NCRC’s “National Neighbors” fair housing and fair lending compliance initiatives, and 
the establishment of NCRC’s new CDFI.  He also manages NCRC’s Housing Counseling Network which with its affiliates is a HUD 
Certified Housing Counseling Intermediary which participates in the NeighborWorks Foreclosure Mitigation Counseling Program.  
Mr. Berenbaum is also one of the founders of NCRC’s Center for Responsible Appraisals and Valuations.  The CRAV celebrates 
appraisal best practices in cooperation with its stakeholders, who include lenders, securitizers, appraisers, real estate professionals and 
other public and private sector leaders. 

David Hinson, National Director, Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA), U.S. 
Department of Commerce. Washington, DC 
As National Director of the Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA), Mr. Hinson oversees a national 
operation of five regional offices and 48 minority business centers. This operation expands the U.S. economy 
and creates new jobs by providing services to promote the growth and global competitiveness of minority 
businesses.
 Since the start of the Obama Administration, this operation has assisted minority-owned firms in obtaining 
nearly $7 billion in contracts and capital, creating nearly 11,000 new jobs.

 The overall mission of MBDA is to achieve economic parity for the minority business community. In order to achieve this 
goal, MBDA is focused on building the foundation for the next generation of $100 million minority-owned companies. Mr. Hinson 
is uniquely qualified to lead MBDA. Prior to joining MBDA, Mr. Hinson was President and CEO of Wealth Management Network, 
Inc., a multi-million dollar independent, financial advisory boutique. Before his own path into entrepreneurship, Mr. Hinson managed 
a 10-state sales region as Director of Advisory Services and Managing Director of Business Development for Envestnet Asset 
Management, a publicly traded, $70 billion financial advisory firm. In addition, Mr. Hinson previously held a variety of senior-level 
and mid-management positions at Bank of America, Morgan Stanley & Company, First Chicago (now JP Morgan Chase) and the 
Village Foundation.
 Mr. Hinson received an MBA in finance from The University of Pennsylvania Wharton School, and a bachelor’s degree 
in insurance and finance with honors from Howard University in Washington, DC. In addition, he completed a fellowship in 
international finance with honors from the Stockholm School of Economics and graduate-level studies in French with honors at the 
University of Abidjan, in Ivory Coast, West Africa.
Mr. Hinson is a native of St. Louis, MO., and currently resides in Washington, DC.

Dave Snyder, Community Organizer, Jewish Community Action. Minneapolis, MN
Dave Snyder has been a student, community, labor and faith-based organizer for over 15 years, including a four 
year stint with the hotel and restaurant employees union in Baltimore, Maryland. He returned to his home town 
of Minneapolis in 2005 and began working on community reinvestment organizing with Jewish Community 
Action ( JCA). He represented JCA as a founding member of the Northside Community Reinvestment 
Coalition (NCRC) from its inception in 2007, and currently supervises the NCRC organizer, Tyshelle Cotton, 
in addition to guiding JCA members’ participation in the coalition and organizing at three metro area reform 

synagogues.

Dean Lovelace, Director, Dayton Civil Scholars Program, Dayton, OH.
Dean Lovelace is a native of Ford City, Pennsylvania, but has been a Dayton resident since childhood.  He 
and his family lived in the Edgemont neighborhood for 30 years and recently moved to the Madden Hills 
neighborhood.  Mr. Lovelace is a graduate of Jefferson Township High School.  He has an Associate’s Degree 
in Business from Sinclair Community College, a Bachelor’s in Business Administration from the University 
of Dayton, and a Master’s in Applied and Social Economics from Wright State University.  In 1983, Mr. 
Lovelace joined the Strategies for Responsible Development (SRD) office at the University of Dayton as 
the Director of SRD-Neighborhood Development, now the Raymond L. Fitz Center for Leadership in 
Community.  He is currently the Director of Dayton Civic Scholars Program at the University of Dayton.  

Mr. Lovelace’s works as a Community Leadership Consultant with neighborhood concerns began in the early 70s with the Model 
Cities program, after which he continued his career as a member of the planning staff of the City of Dayton.  Later, he served as the 
coordinator for the city’s Northwest Office of Neighborhood Affairs.  Mr. Lovelace was elected to the City Commission in a special 
election November l7, l993 and re-elected to a four year term in November, l995 and November, 1999.



8

Dominique McCoy, Senior Counsel, House Financial Services Committee, U.S. House of Representatives. 
Washington, DC
Mr. McCoy has over fifteen years of experience in the federal legislative, regulatory, and judicial process, and has served for the past 
eight years on Congressman Barney Frank’s (D-MA) Financial Services Committee staff.
 After graduating from Wesleyan University with a degree in History, Mr. McCoy moved to Washington, D.C. where he 
worked as a research analyst for the Henry L. Stimson Center, an arms control and disarmament think tank.  Mr. McCoy assisted in 
the preparation of the Center’s first handbook on confidence-building measures and conducted research on issues relating to conflict 
resolution and nuclear non-proliferation in the Middle East, Latin America, and South Asia as well as United Nations peacekeeping 
operations.
 In 1993, Mr. McCoy joined the office of Congressman Melvin L. Watt (D-NC) as a legislative correspondent and systems 
administrator.  Mr. McCoy went on to become a Senior Legislative Assistant and was responsible for advising Rep. Watt on all aspects 
of legislation under consideration on the House floor.  During his tenure, Mr. McCoy earned his law degree from Georgetown 
University.
 In 1999, Mr. McCoy interned for the Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights where he gained further insight into 
the federal regulatory process.  As a legal intern, Mr. McCoy drafted agency opinion letters in response to requests for legal assistance 
concerning the application of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.
 In September of 2001, Mr. McCoy left Congressman Watt’s office to serve as a law clerk to United States District Judge Alvin 
W. Thompson in Hartford, CT.  Mr. McCoy was responsible for drafting legal memoranda and judicial opinions on motions to dismiss 
and motions for summary judgment, conducting case law and statutory research, and assisting the court with trial preparation and 
sentencing proceedings.
 After completing the clerkship, Mr. McCoy served as a legal consultant to the Law & Media Group in Washington, D.C. 
where he worked on telecommunication and defense issues.
 Mr. McCoy joined Congressman the House Financial Services Committee in January 2004.  IN addition to working 
extensively on a wide range housing issues and consumer protection issues, Mr. McCoy has been involved in small business lending 
and insurance issues, as well as oversight of all matters under the Committee’s jurisdiction.
 Mr. McCoy, a native of New York City, currently resides in Washington, D.C. with his wife, Sapna Budev, and their two 
retrievers.

Don Graves, Executive Director, President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness. 
Washington, DC 

Don Graves was appointed as Executive Director of the President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness 
at the White House, where he provides advice to the President on continuing to strengthen the Nation’s 
economy and the competitiveness of the United States, and on ways to create jobs, opportunity, and prosperity 
for the American people.  Mr. Graves also currently serves as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Small Business, 
Community Development and Housing Policy at the U.S. Department of the Treasury.  In this role, Mr. Graves 

manages a portfolio of policy issues including business and small business finance and development, housing finance, community 
and economic development, capital access, job creation and issues related to underserved communities.  Previously, he served as a 
partner with Graves, Horton, Askew & Johns, LLC.  He is the former Director of Public Policy for the Business Roundtable, and was 
previously a Policy Advisor for the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Domestic Finance.  In addition, Mr. Graves oversees 
the newly created Small Business Lending Fund and State Small Business Credit Initiative.

Mr. Graves holds degrees of Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and History from Williams College and Juris Doctor from the 
Georgetown University Law Center where he received the Dean’s Award.  He served as volunteer Chief Executive Officer of Progress 
Through Business, a national nonprofit focused on economic development, supporting lower-income employees and sustainability.  
He also served on the Board of Trustees of the Community Reinvestment Fund and Board of Directors of the Center on Business 
and Poverty, as well as the Advisory Boards of Wall Street Without Walls and the Greater Washington Board of Trade’s Small Business 
Network.

Donald E. Kelly, Executive Director, The Real Estate Valuation Advocacy Association. 
Washington, DC 
Don Kelly has 30 years of experience in Washington, DC encompassing communications, government, 
finance and real estate. He has served the real estate valuation and home finance communities as Legislative 
Counsel for the Society of Real Estate Appraisers and as Chief Communications Officer for the Appraisal 
Institute. Currently, as Executive Director for REVAA, Don manages the operations of the Association which 
is an alliance of real estate related companies involved in the development and delivery of real estate valuation 

products and services.
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 In addition to his Capitol Hill services as Staff Counsel for the U.S. House of Representatives Ethics Committee and Counsel 
for the House Banking and Urban Affairs Oversight subcommittee, Don has extensive experience with national media and news 
organizations. He has in-depth knowledge of the workings of Congress as well as federal regulatory and banking related agencies.
 Don is a frequent author, panelist and contributor on industry panels and a member of the Board of the Bollinger 
Foundation, a non-profit foundation dedicated to helping families in need with educational grants and housing related assistance.

Donald Kahl, Executive Director, Equal Rights Center. Washington, DC
Donald L. Kahl is the Executive Director of the ERC and is responsible for leading the organization’s operations 
and activities. Kahl joined the ERC in February 2008 as the organization’s Chief Operating Officer. In August 
2008 he succeeded Rabbi Bruce Kahn, a founding Board member of the ERC, as the Executive Director. Prior 
to joining the ERC, Kahl spent several years as Senior Counsel for the Washington Lawyers’ Committee for 

Civil Rights & Urban Affairs where he designed, managed and advised on a broad spectrum of civil rights matters for the Equal Rights 
Center and other clients.
 In addition to his non-profit service, Kahl has more than 25 years of legal and management experience, serving as a senior 
litigation partner and director of Hall, Estill, Hardwick, Gable, Golden, & Nelson, P.C., a large private-practice law firm with offices in 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Washington, D.C. Kahl received both his Bachelor’s degree in
Psychology and J.D. from the University of Nebraska.

Donna Gaines, President, Alliance of Business Leaders and Entrepreneurs. Chicago, IL
As President for the Alliance of Business Leaders and Entrepreneurs (ABLE), Donna Gaines realizes an 
opportunity to utilize the resources and relationships of ABLE’s membership to pursue new paradigms in small 
and minority business development. Recognizing that entrepreneurship and economic empowerment are critical 
to the quality of life and future of our community, she has dedicated much of her professional life to programs 
and projects that advance these goals and strengthen the relationship between the business and consumer 
communities. Most recently, Ms. Gaines represented ABLE in discussions on small business development with 
members of the Public Liaisons Office of President-elect Obama’s Transition Team, and was in attendance at the 

White House for President Obama’s announcement of the formation of the Middle Class Task Force for Working Families, chaired by 
Vice-President Biden.

Donna J. Gambrell, Director, CDFI Fund, U.S. Department of Treasury. Washington, DC 
Donna J. Gambrell has served as Director of Treasury’s Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) 
Fund since November 26, 2007. The CDFI Fund expands the capacity of financial institutions to provide credit, 
capital, and financial services to underserved populations and communities in the United States. Prior to the 
CDFI Fund, Gambrell served as a Deputy Director at the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). 
During her tenure, Ms. Gambrell oversaw the FDIC’s national compliance bank examination, community 
affairs, consumer affairs and deposit insurance outreach programs. To that end, she managed initiatives related 

to the Community Reinvestment Act and fair lending laws; provided guidance to consumers on current issues such as identity theft, 
subprime and predatory lending and credit card debt; increased the public’s understanding of and confidence in the banking system; 
and developed and implemented strategies that provided access to credit for underserved communities. Previously, at the request of 
former FDIC Chairman Donald E. Powell, she served 18 months in the Gulf Coast Region (from February 2006 to August 2007) – 
as part of a temporary assignment – working on rebuilding initiatives in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, which struck the 
region in 2005.

Ms. Gambrell worked on site in Louisiana and Mississippi spearheading partnerships among financial institutions, government 
agencies and community-based organizations to promote community and economic development in areas devastated by the 
hurricanes, including low- and moderate-income neighborhoods. Ms. Gambrell began her career with the FDIC in April 1991 as 
a Community Affairs Officer in the agency’s New York Region. She served in increasingly responsible compliance and consumer 
protection positions at the Corporation, and in May 2000 was promoted to Deputy Director. Prior to joining the FDIC, Ms. Gambrell 
worked at the Resolution Trust Corporation (1989-1991), the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation (1987-1989), and 
the U.S. General Accounting Office (1979-1987). Ms. Gambrell received a B.S. Degree from Towson State University, Baltimore, 
Maryland, and an MS Degree from New York University. In 2004, she received a National Public Service Award for her innovative 
work over the years in formulating public-private partnerships.
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Dory Rand, President, Woodstock Institute. Chicago, IL 
Dory Rand is President of Woodstock Institute, a nonpartisan research and policy nonprofit dedicated to 
creating a financial system in which lower-wealth persons and communities of color can achieve economic 
security and community prosperity. Woodstock works locally in Illinois, nationally, and internationally to 
promote fair lending, wealth creation, and an inclusive and safe financial system. Dory has published extensively 
on community reinvestment, consumer protection, and asset-building topics, presented at many national 
conferences, and appeared in national and local media, including American Banker, the Chicago Tribune, and 

WTTW TV.
 Dory received undergraduate and law degrees from The Ohio State University. She is a member of the Federal Reserve 
Board’s Consumer Advisory Council, the National Community Reinvestment Coalition’s Board of Directors, and the OTS Minority 
Depository Institutions Advisory Committee. Previously she was appointed to the Illinois Children’s Savings Account Task Force 
(Co-Chair) and Illinois Taxpayer Action Board.
 Previous positions include Supervisor of the Community Investment Unit at Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty 
Law and senior attorney with Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago. Her duties included representing low-income persons on 
welfare law and public policy issues, leadership of asset-building pilot programs for adults and children in partnership with banks 
and other agencies, research and publications, and state and national legislative and administrative advocacy. She also worked as an 
attorney at a Chicago law firm and at the ACLU of Illinois. 

Edward J. Gorman, Chief Membership & Workforce Officer, National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition. Washington, DC 
Edward J. Gorman is the Chief Membership & Workforce Officer at the National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition.  Mr. Gorman joined the staff of NCRC in March 2010, following a nine-year stint on its Board of 
Directors.  In his new role, Mr. Gorman oversees NCRC’s relationships with its members, creates issue advocacy 
campaigns, and directs workplace, education and training issues.
 Before this, Mr. Gorman founded, and served as the President of, American Community Partnerships 
(ACP) from its inception in 1995.  ACP developed partnerships that assisted low-income individuals in 

obtaining the skills and access necessary for careers that pay living wages and benefits, and in developing their communities.  During 
his time at ACP, Mr. Gorman worked in over 35 cities and states across the US, in partnership with government, labor unions, 
community- and faith-based organizations and others, to train over 10,000 workers nation-wide and develop distressed communities.  
Before founding ACP, Mr. Gorman helped create the labor-management Carpenter’s Health and Safety Fund of North America 
and served as its Executive Director until 1996.  Previously, Mr. Gorman practiced labor law for 10 years and was Associate General 
Counsel to the 500,000 member United Brotherhood of Carpenters.
  Mr. Gorman graduated cum laude from Boston College and received his J.D. from The Columbus School of Law, Catholic 
University of America.  He was co-chair of the D.C. Bar Labor Relations Steering Committee and co-chair of several ABA Labor 
Relation Section Subcommittees.  He has also authored and edited a book on construction industry labor law and written several 
articles for law reviews and other publications.

Elisabeth Risch, Metropolitan St. Louis Equal Housing Opportunity Council. St. Louis, MO
Elisabeth joined the Metro St. Louis Equal Housing Opportunity Council (EHOC) in August 2009 as a full-
time volunteer through the Mennonite Voluntary Service. She works mainly on CRA and banking issues by 
analyzing data, researching banks, and writing reports and public comment letters. She helps organize the St. 
Louis CRA coalition and works directly with banks to increase CRA performance and services to low-income 
and minority communities. She is currently in her second term as a volunteer, and is looking forward to joining 
the staff at EHOC with full-time employment at the end of this term. Elisabeth graduated from Calvin College, 
in Grand Rapids, MI, with a B.A. in Sociology and International Development Studies.  

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, Congressman and Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus. Kansas 
City, MO
Emanuel Cleaver, II is now serving his fourth term representing Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District, the 
home district of President Harry Truman.
Having served for twelve years on the city council of Missouri’s largest municipality, Kansas City, Cleaver was 
elected as the city’s first African American Mayor in 1991.
 During his eight year stint in the Office of the Mayor, Cleaver distinguished himself as an economic 
development activist and an unapologetic redevelopment craftsman. He and the City Council brought a 
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number of major corporations to the city, including TransAmerica, Harley Davidson, and Citi Corp. Cleaver also led the effort, after 
a forty year delay, to build the South Midtown Roadway. Upon completion of this major thoroughfare, he proposed a new name: The 
Bruce R. Watkins Roadway. Additionally, his municipal stewardship includes the 18th and Vine Redevelopment, a new American 
Royal, the establishment of a Family Division of the Municipal Court, and the reconstruction and beautification of Brush Creek. 
 Cleaver has received five honorary Doctoral Degrees augmented by a bachelor’s degree from Prairie View A&M, of the 
University of Texas, and a Master’s from St. Paul Theology of Kansas City.
In 2009, Cleaver, with a multitude of accomplishments both locally and Congressionally, introduced the most ambitious project of 
his political career—the creation of a Green Impact Zone. This zone, consisting of 150 blocks of declining urban core, has received 
approximately $125 million dollars in American Recovery and Reinvestment funds. The Green Impact Zone is aimed at making this 
high crime area the environmentally greenest piece of urban geography in the world. This project includes rebuilding Troost Avenue, 
rehabbing bridges, curbs and sidewalks, home weatherization, smart grid technology in hundreds of homes, and most importantly, 
hundreds of badly needed jobs for Green Zone residents.
Cleaver was unanimously elected the 20th chair of the Congressional Black Caucus of the 112th Congress. Cleaver, a native of Texas, 
is married to the former Dianne Donaldson. They have made Kansas City home for themselves and their four children.

Emily Hecht McGowan, Director of Public Policy, Family Equality Council. Boston, MA
Ms. Hecht-McGowan, is the senior legislative counsel for the Family Equality Council in Washington. She is the organization’s federal 
lobbyist on gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender family issues. She graduated from American University and received a law degree 
from Catholic University. Ms. McGowan, is a lawyer in the appellate section of the civil rights division of the Justice Department in 
Washington. She graduated from the University of Virginia and received a law degree from Harvard.

Emily Thaden, Shared-equity Development Specialist, The Housing Fund. Nashville, TN
Emily Thaden is a doctoral candidate in the Community Research and Action Program at Vanderbilt University and is employed as 
the shared-equity development specialist at The Housing Fund in Nashville, Tennessee.

Gail Burks, President and CEO, Nevada Fair Housing Center. Las Vegas, NV
Gail Burks is the President and CEO of the Nevada Fair Housing Center, and is also the Secretary for the 
National Community Reinvestment Coalition’s (NCRC) Board of Directors.  She is a former Chair of 
the NCRC Board of Directors and is a long-time member of NCRC’s Executive Committee and Banker/
Community Collaborative Council.  Ms. Burks has been a leader for the economic justice movement in Nevada 
and throughout the country.  She helped start the Nevada Fair Housing Center as part of the Nevada Legal 

Service in 1993.  In 1995 it became a separate entity.  With her expertise in the areas of fair housing, affordable housing, and mortgage 
markets, Ms. Burks has fought numerous fair lending battles across Nevada and across the US.  She is a member of the Southern 
Nevada Reinvestment and Accountable Banking Committee.  Ms. Burks has been instrumental in establishing several community 
development initiatives in Southern Nevada by working with local government, non-government organizations, community groups, 
and lenders to forge lasting partnerships.  She brings substantive experience with legal and policy issues facing the housing and 
consumer market, and is knowledgeable on matters involving global access to credit, capital, and basic banking services as she tracks 
the actions of banks around the world.

Gara LaMarche, President, Atlantic Philanthropies 
Gara LaMarche is President and CEO of The Atlantic Philanthropies, an international grantmaking foundation 
dedicated to bringing about lasting changes in the lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people. Atlantic focuses 
on four critical social challenges: Ageing, Children & Youth, Population Health, and Reconciliation & Human 
Rights Programmes funded by Atlantic operate primarily in Australia, Bermuda, Northern Ireland, the Republic 
of Ireland, South Africa, the United States and Viet Nam.Mr. LaMarche joined Atlantic in April 2007 to lead the 
organisation through its final chapter as the foundation plans to disburse its remaining endowment and complete 
active grantmaking by 2016. 

Before joining Atlantic, Mr. LaMarche served as Vice President and Director of U.S. Programs for the Open Society Institute (OSI), a 
foundation established by philanthropist George Soros. Mr. LaMarche joined OSI in 1996 to launch its U.S. Programs, which focus on 
challenges to social justice and democracy.
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Gene Ortega, President, Rural Housing, Inc. Albuquerque, NM
Gene Ortega is president of Rural Housing, Inc. (RHI), a New Mexico non-profit developer of affordable 
housing.  Mr. Ortega has led RHI in developing more than 700 affordable rental units and more than 100 
units for first-time homebuyers.  Until his retirement in 2003, Mr. Ortega was the Executive Director of Home 
Education Livelihood Program (HELP), Inc., an Albuquerque-based, statewide, non-profit corporation 
providing housing, day care, skills training, senior citizen outreach, and rural economic development assistance.  
Mr. Ortega had been affiliated with HELP for 24 years, leading the organization’s development of affordable 

housing for low- and very-low-income families.  Mr. Ortega was also President of Management Consultants Unlimited, Inc., a group 
specializing in providing training and technical assistance to nonprofits and farm worker corporations.  He has also worked in various 
capacities in the analysis of bilingual vocational training programs of the federal government.  Mr. Ortega has done extensive work 
in designing and implementing training and technical assistance programs to a number of Tribal Councils and Native-American 
agencies.  He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and Spanish.

George Bialecki, Jr., Co-founder, Learn Green, LLC. Warrenville, IL
George Bialecki, Jr., is presently Co-founder of Learn Green, LLC. George has a true entrepreneurial nature; 
along with George’s commitment to the preservation of our environment and energy, he also owns and operates 
a geothermal drilling company, a “green” construction company, a pediatric home care agency, assisted living and 
memory care company.

He began his commitment to the environment in 2003, by building the first assisted living to recognized by the 
Department of Energy as Energy Star. Through his visionary grass roots efforts, his team was honored to represent the United States, 
before the 2008 Olympics, to build Future House USA, within the first International Sustainable Demonstration Community in 
Beijing, China. In 2009, Future House USA was visited by both Secretary of Energy Dr. Chu and Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke. 
Even while attending Loyola Academy High School, George demonstrated, at a young age, the qualities of leadership, drive and 
determination that would characterize his later life. He developed an annual drug and alcohol awareness week in 1985, within Illinois, 
that schools around the country continue to this day.

Presently, George’s passion is dedicated towards creating green jobs and enhancing our global energy security by implementing 
interactive cost effective real-time data energy devices within schools, national chains and homeowners that will include social 
networking, educational programs and skills games. Mr. Bialecki believes that by introducing energy reduction programs that are 
positive, proactive and fun will lead to true behavior change, promote consumer empowerment, reduce school budgets and put 
money back into our pockets.

He is a member of many different green organizations around the World. He has been nominated for the “Stars of Energy Efficiency 
Award” from the Alliance to Save Energy, the Zayad Energy Award, a finalist for the Volvo for Life Awards within their Environmental 
Category and recipient of the 2008 Innovation Award from the Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance. He has, also, been acknowledged 
in many different articles, including “Ordinary people doing extraordinary things.” This article has been published in 55 countries 
and translated into 35 different languages. George has also been the keynote speaker at many conferences and universities around the 
world regarding his unique “green” building practices and vision. George is a graduate of Marquette University and resides in Chicago, 
Illinois.

Grady Hedgespeth, Director of Financial Assistance, U.S. Small Business Administration, Office 
of Capital Access. Washington, DC 
Grady Hedgespeth was appointed SBA’s Director of Financial Assistance, Office of Capital Access in May 
2007.  He is responsible for the product and policy development for the SBA’s more than $75 billion business 
lending portfolio.  A former Secretary of Economic Affairs in Massachusetts, he is skilled in strategic planning, 
economic development and corporate governance.  Most of his career has been in the private sector, primarily in 
financial services.  He was regional president for BayBank Boston and the founder and president of BankBoston 
Development Company, the nation’s first bank-owned urban investment bank.  In addition, Mr. Hedgespeth has 

led two different Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) that focused on small business lending in underserved 
markets.  His innovations at SBA include revamping the guaranty purchase process to deliver payments in 30 days or less, and the 
Recovery Loan Queue.  His community service interests focus on developing inner-city youth.

Harold Simon, Executive Director, National Housing Institute. Montclair, NJ
Bio and photo unavailable

GRADY B. HEDGESPETH 
Director of Financial Assistance, SBA 

Grady Hedgespeth was appointed SBA's Director of Financial 
Assistance, Office of Capital Access in May 2007.  He is 
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more than $75 billion business lending portfolio.  A former 
Secretary of Economic Affairs in Massachusetts, he is skilled in 
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governance.  Most of his career has been in the private sector, 
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BayBank Boston and the founder and president of BankBoston 
Development Company, the nation’s first bank-owned urban 

investment bank.  In addition, Mr. Hedgespeth has led two different non-profit lenders 
focused on underserved markets.  His innovations at SBA include revamping the 
guaranty purchase process to deliver payments in 30 days or less, and the Recovery Loan 
Queue.  His community service interests focus on developing inner-city youth.
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Helen Davis Picher, Director, Evaluation and Planning, William Penn Foundation. Philadelphia, 
PA
Helen Davis Picher directs the Foundation’s evaluation system, and works with program staff to develop program 
strategies and assess the results of our grantmaking.  The evaluation system includes the articulation of program 
strategy and goals, alignment of grants to strategy, monitoring of progress, and the use of outside expertise to 
further develop strategies, assess implementation of strategy, and evaluate outcomes and impact. 
 Prior to inaugurating the evaluation role, Helen served the Foundation in several capacities, including vice 

president for programs and senior program officer.  She has played an instrumental role in many of our grantmaking efforts over the years, such 
as protecting the Schuylkill River watershed, preserving culturally significant collections, developing Philadelphia’s Avenue of the Arts, and more 
recently, planning the Foundation’s investment in public affairs journalism.  
 Picher joined the Foundation in 1983, after serving as a program analyst with Philadelphia’s Office of Housing and 
Community Development and a research associate with the Pennsylvania Environmental Council. She is a member of the board of 
Delaware County Community Foundation and the Nonprofit Finance Fund Greater Philadelphia Advisory board and a former board 
member of Delaware Valley Grantmakers. Helen holds a master’s degree in public policy from the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University and a bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth College.

Hubert Van Tol, Director of Economic Justice, PathStone. Rochester, NY
Hubert Van Tol is the Director for Economic Justice for PathStone (formerly called Rural Opportunities, Inc.), 
a Rochester-based non-profit organization engaged in building assets and providing services for underserved 
individuals and communities in seven states and in Puerto Rico.  Mr. Van Tol serves on the Board of Directors of 
the National Community Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC), and is a member of NCRC’s Bankers Collaborative 
Council and Mortgage Finance Council, which bring community activists and the top community reinvestment 
and community development officers of the largest financial services institutions together to address issues 

of common concern.  Prior to beginning work for PathStone in 2005, Mr. Van Tol was the President of Fairness in Rural Lending, a 
Wisconsin-based non-profit organization.  He was also the Executive Director of the Mid-South Peace & Justice Center in Memphis, 
Tennessee, from 1985 to 1996.  Mr. Van Tol has served as a member of the Federal Reserve Board’s Consumer Advisory Council from 
2002 through 2004, and was a member of the board of the Monroe County Housing Authority in Wisconsin from 2002 to 2005.  Mr. 
Van Tol worked as a farm worker from 1973 to1978 and grew up on a farm near Doon, Iowa.

Irvin Henderson, President, Irvin M. Henderson & Co., Henderson, NC
Irvin Henderson is the principal of a consulting and development company with particular expertise in the areas 
of community development, education and training, community development finance and capital structure, 
collaboration and community involvement, community reinvestment, organizational development, project 
design and management, strategic planning, and commercial, residential, and enterprise development.  His 
background includes financial planning and community development ranging from brokering securities to 

grassroots empowerment.  He is also the former President and CEO of Henderson Financial Services, a financial planning, securities 
and insurance full service company.  Mr. Henderson has developed training and coaching programs for the community development 
industry in a variety of settings.  His CED Studies program has been presented in 17 states, and he has developed thousands of units 
of housing and over a million square foot of commercial space.  Mr. Henderson is a Board Member of the National Community 
Reinvestment Coalition; Founding President of the Community Reinvestment Association of North Carolina, Board Member of the 
National Trust Community Investment Corporation; Trustee of the CRA Mutual Fund;  founding Chair of the Banker Community 
Collaborative Council; founding Executive Committee member of the North Carolina Fair Housing Center; and trustee of the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Jackie Cornejo, Research & Policy Analyst, Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE). 
Los Angeles, CA
Jackie Cornejo is a Research & Policy Analyst at the Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy (LAANE) on the 
Construction Careers Project. Ms. Cornejo has a background in community organizing and research, focusing 
on economic justice issues in Los Angeles. Her research experience ranges from community-participatory 
research in land use planning, to analysis of the local port drayage trucking and goods movement industries in 
Los Angeles. Ms. Cornejo’s research interests focus on how urban public policy should be tied to mitigating 

economic and racial inequities in Los Angeles. She holds and Bachelor’s Degree in Politics and Spanish from Occidental College and a 
Masters’ Degree in Urban Planning from the University of California, Los Angeles.
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Jackie Robinson, Chairman, Dribble Dunk, LLC. Glenbrook Way, NV
Jackie Lee Robinson has a unique niche in the history of Las Vegas. As Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
of several companies he also has a knack for building effective teams to successfully manage businesses. He 
was a highly sought after basketball player and Jerry Tarkanian’s first recruit at UNLV. Through the UNLV 
Booster Club he was able to learn business from the owners of casinos and other successful businesses. He also 
developed close relationships with politicians and casino and business owners such as Steve and Elaine Wynn, 
Bill Boyd, Jack Binion, Irwin Molasky and many other power brokers in Las Vegas.

 Jackie’s first job after playing in the NBA was with Sig Rogich and R&R Advertising. Mr. Rogich went on to work for 
President Reagan as his political strategist and be the Ambassador to Iceland. After his stint at R&R, Jackie worked at the Aladdin 
Hotel Casino as a Showroom Captain and Beverage Manager for 6 years. He managed the 1000 seat showroom as well as all the bars 
and cocktail waitresses.
 During the time that he worked at the Aladdin, Jackie started his own company to administer the Targeted Jobs Tax Credit 
program, a little known federal program that allowed businesses to claim a credit for hiring disadvantaged individuals. Jackie was 
able to utilize the contacts he had made with the Booster Club. These men did not give him money but people like Steve Wynn and 
Jack Binion gave him his first contracts for this program. This company became the largest of its kind in Nevada and beat out national 
companies like Deloitte and Touche and Arthur Anderson in signing up casinos to utilize this program. This company saved over $25 
million for virtually every casino in Nevada, Colorado and Mississippi.
 In 1991 Jackie again parlayed his friendships with a former Clark County Commissioner and later President of the powerful 
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority, Manny Cortez, and former Commissioner and Department of Aviation Director Bob 
Broadbent to become the first minority owned business to participate in the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) program 
through the FAA. What started as a small snack bar kiosk has now become a Subway Sandwich shop, Pizza Hut snack bar, a Sports Bar 
and 4 News & Gift shops with sales of over $10 million at McCarran International Airport.
 In 1997 Jackie formed a company that beat 70 other companies to become the successful franchisee for Pizza Hut for the 67 
stores in the San Diego market. This company was recognized by Black Enterprise Magazine as the 52nd largest African American 
owned company in the U.S. with over 2500 employees and sales of over $50 million per year.
 But these stores were not very profitable when he took them over. After being run for 20 years by Pizza Hut corporate the 
market was struggling. Jackie implemented his experience as an NBA World Champion and his knowledge of team building to turn 
the stores around to become the second-most profitable stores in the Pizza Hut chain.
 In 2000 Mr. Robinson started Dribble Dunk, LLC to take ownership in an International Basketball League team. Although 
the team did not take off Dribble Dunk has become a development company that is now overseeing the construction and operation of 
the Elysium Hotel Resort Casino in Las Vegas, one of the most exciting projects ever to be built on the Las Vegas Strip. 
 Over the years Jackie has maintained his relationships with not only those men who built Las Vegas but also the people 
that went to UNLV with him. These classmates are now running Las Vegas. One of these classmates, in fact, the President of his 
senior class and his neighbor is Dan Wade, Vice Chairman of MGM Mirage. Former Clark County Commissioner Yvonne Atkinson-
Gates went to high school with Jackie. He meets frequently with Steve and Elaine Wynn and Irwin Molasky, his primary mentors 
and self-appointed fathers. Jackie retains close friendships with former Governor Bob Miller and the late Governor Kenny Guinn, 
US Congresswoman Shelley Berkley, and US Senators Harry Reid and John Ensign as well as current and former Clark County 
Commissioners Bruce Woodbury, Lawrence Weekly and Tom Collins and the Happiest mayor in the World, Oscar Goodman.

James Girardot, President, Appraisal One, Inc. Bellevue, WA
James Girardot has served as President of Appraisal One in Medina, WA since 1990. Appointed to WA State 
Expert Review Commission.  Instructor of USPAP course. 44 year real estate career.  President of a Board 
of Realtors.  Former Vice President of the Michigan Association of Realtors.  R.E. brokerage instructor at 
university.  Author of many articles.  Former owner of multi-office real estate brokerage. Recipient of Oakland 
University Distinguished Alumni Award.  Served as a director on Chamber of Commerce.  Experienced in local, 
state and national lobbying efforts.

James H. Carr, Chief Business Officer, National Community Reinvestment Coalition. 
Washington, DC 
James H. Carr is NCRC’s Chief Business Officer and oversees NCRC’s Minority Business Enterprise Center, 
Women’s Business Center, and Community Development Fund, a CDFI.  These business entities focus 
on providing technical assistance, training, and financing for minority- and women-owned businesses and 
green businesses.  Mr. Carr is also a Visiting Professor at Columbia University in New York and an Executive 

Committee Member of Americans for Financial Reform. 
 Prior to his appointment to NCRC, Mr. Carr was Senior Vice President for Financial Innovation, Planning and Research for 
the Fannie Mae Foundation and Vice President for Housing Research at Fannie Mae.  He has also held posts as Assistant Director 
for Tax Policy with the U.S. Senate Budget Committee, and Research Associate at the Center for Urban Policy Research at Rutgers 
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University.  Mr. Carr has served on research or policy advisory boards at numerous colleges and universities including Harvard 
University, University of California-Berkeley, University of Pennsylvania, and University of Southern California.  He is an Advisory 
Committee Member of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco Center for Community Development Investments and serves as 
a Braintruster (blogger) for the Roosevelt Institute’s New Deal 2.0 initiative.  Mr. Carr previously served on the Corporate Advisory 
Board of the Urban Financial Services Coalition and, for several years, was as an instructor for the Neighborhood Reinvestment 
Training Institute and expert advisor to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Urban Affairs 
Project Group in Paris, France.  Mr. Carr has served as an international advisor on financial modernization and housing finance to 
China, Mexico, Turkey, and Colombia.  He has also served on Congressional delegations to South Africa and Ghana on housing and 
economic development.
 Mr. Carr holds a Bachelor of Architecture degree with honors from Hampton University, a Master of Urban Planning degree 
from Columbia University, and a Master of City and Regional Planning from the University of Pennsylvania.

James Hunt, Executive Director, Sunnyside-up Project, the Campus Neighborhoods 
Revitalization Corp.  Morgantown, WV
James Hunt is the Executive director of the Sunnyside Up Project: The Campus Neighborhoods Revitalization 
Corporation (CNRC), a collaborative partnership between the City of Morgantown and West Virginia 
University working to implement a Revitalization Plan for the Sunnyside neighborhood in Morgantown, West 
Virginia.  Mr. Hunt came to Sunnyside Up after a 16-year career with the West Virginia Housing Development 
Fund.  He served as the director of the West Virginia Housing Development Fund’s Statewide Demolition 

Program, which removed hundreds of vacant and dilapidated properties throughout West Virginia.  Mr. Hunt was elected as President 
of the National League of Cities; the nation’s oldest and largest organization serving municipal governments.  His presidential topic, 
“Building a Nation of Inclusive Communities” leading to his selection as 2006 Municipal Leader of the Year by American City and County 
Magazine.

Janet R. Gordon, Senior Policy Analyst, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Washington, DC 
Janet Gordon returned to government service, joining the FDIC, in May, 2009.  She is a Senior Policy Analyst with the FDIC’s 
Depositor and Consumer Protection Division.  Janet currently serves on the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) Sub-Committee 
of the Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council’s Compliance Task Force and provides policy support at FDIC for CRA, 
fair lending and consumer lending issues.   
 While in the private sector, Janet was a Senior Manger at a major audit firm and supervised consulting projects advising 
financial institutions on fair lending, CRA and compliance management.  Subsequently, she served as the compliance executive for a 
major mortgage company.   Janet has also held the position of Associate Director of the Community Development Corporation and 
Investment Program at the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency.    Janet is a graduate of the University of Michigan and has a 
Masters in Business Administration from George Washington University.

Jason Perkins-Cohen, Executive Director, Job Opportunity Task Force. Baltimore, MD  
At the helm of the Job Opportunities Task Force in Baltimore, Maryland, Jason Perkins-Cohen helps craft 
policies and programs that help lower-wage workers move up in their careers. The mission of JOTF is to 
develop and advocate policies and programs to increase the skills, job opportunities, and incomes of low-
skill, low-income workers and job seekers.  Established in 1996, JOTF is an independent network of service 
providers, employers, and community members concerned about low-wage, low-skill employment, the 

insufficient numbers of jobs that pay family-supporting wages, and the impact of these issues on the economic development and 
revitalization of the Baltimore region. During the 2010 Maryland General Assembly session, Perkins-Cohen was also part of a group 
of business and labor leaders that hammered out a compromise to overhaul the state’s unemployment insurance system. A Baltimore 
native, he spent most of his career in Washington, D.C., before coming back home six years ago.

Jean Ishmon, President, Northwest Indiana Reinvestment Alliance. Hammond, IN
Ms. Ishmon is President of the Northwest Indiana Community Reinvestment Alliance, Chairperson of the 
Community Center Development Corporation, Board Member for the National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition, Member of the School City of Hammond’s Multi School Corporation, and the Hammond Adult 
Education Coordinating Council. Jean Ishmon serves as Managing Partner at Ishmon & Associates, Inc., a 
consulting firm that concentrates on education and training, economic and community development, finance, 
collaboration and community involvement, organizational development, project design and management, 

strategic planning, youth development and federal program monitoring.  Ms. Ishmon works in association with a varying team of 
national experts on needs and opportunities presented by these subject areas.  She brings a background in community and economic 
development planning that includes a range from financial planning, to grassroots empowerment.  She did undergraduate study at 
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Van Nuys College of Business, a division of California State University, graduate work at Roosevelt University and Purdue University 
Calumet.  She served on the Hammond Human Relations Commission for 15 years and is adjunct faculty for the National Fair 
Housing Training Academy.  

Jeffrey Paul May, Assistant Director National Neighbors, National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition (NCRC). Washington, DC 
Jeffrey Paul May is a national expert on fair housing planning and affordable housing. He currently serves as 
the Assistant Director of National Neighbors, a program of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition. 
His responsibilities are to provide oversight of all education, planning, compliance and enforcement activities 
occurring across the United States of America. In his previous post, He was the Project Director of the Fair 
Housing Program for DB Consulting Group, Inc. DB Consulting Group, Inc. is a minority-owned firm that 

provides support and technical assistance to federal agencies. Mr. May managed the firm’s fair housing investigation, research, 
planning, enforcement, and education activities throughout the country.

Jesse van Tol, National Community Reinvestment Coalition. Washington, DC 
Jesse Van Tol is Director of Communications at the National Community Reinvestment Coalition. In that 
capacity, he is responsible for implementing comprehensive communications and outreach strategies that highlight 
the organization’s membership, public policy positions and programs. Jesse oversees a department of three 
communications staff, who are responsible for producing creative and content for newsletters & publications, press 
materials, web & electronic communications and other collateral.
 Jesse has regularly placed NCRC’s expert commentary in the New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street 
Journal, USA Today, Associated Press, Bloomberg, Reuters and in hundreds of other outlets. In his time at NCRC, the 

organization has appeared on ABC, NBC, CBS, CNN, CSPAN, PBS, CNBC, Bloomberg, Fox Business News, NPR and on TV and 
radio programs across the country.
 Jesse received his B.A. in History and International Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Joseph T. “Jody” Landers III, Executive Director, Greater Baltimore Board of REALTORS®  

Baltimore, MD 
Joseph T. “Jody” Landers has served as the executive vice president of the Greater Baltimore Board of 
REALTORS® (GBBR) since 1997. GBBR is one of the largest trade associations in the Baltimore area, with 
over 3800 members.  

Prior to joining GBBR, Jody served as Director of Fiscal Affairs for the Baltimore City Council.  Jody also 
served two terms as an elected member of the Baltimore City Council from 1983 – 1991.  Earlier in his career, Jody served as 
Executive Director of PACT: Helping Children With Special Needs, Inc., a nonprofit agency providing early intervention services 
to young children with developmental delays, and as the Executive Director of the HARBEL Community Organization in northeast 
Baltimore. 
 Jody received his B.S. in business administration from Morgan University.  He is a past president and current board member 
of Live Baltimore Home Center.  He is a member of the Lauraville Improvement Association and has been involved with numerous 
community service organizations, including The Herring Run Watershed Association and the Harford Center for Senior Citizens.  
 Mr. Landers is currently planning to run for the office of Mayor of Baltimore City this year.  The primary election will be held 
on Sept. 13, 2011.

Joel Armstrong, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Washington, DC
Joel D. Armstrong joined the Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity as the Director of the Office of Systemic Investigations. 
In this capacity, his responsibilities include policy and programmatic actions pertaining to the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s systemic cases under the Fair Housing Act, including Secretary-initiated investigations. 
 Mr. Armstrong previously served in the Office of the Attorney General of the District of Columbia, where he most recently 
served as the Chief of the Civil Enforcement Section. As Section Chief, Mr. Armstrong managed the District of Columbia’s docket of 
affirmative litigation, supervising a team of paralegals and attorneys. Prior to heading up the Civil Enforcement Section, he served as 
an Assistant Attorney General litigating various types of cases including housing discrimination matters referred from the District of 
Columbia’s Office of Human Rights. 
 Mr. Armstrong has worked in the National Office of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law in Washington, 
DC. As an attorney for the Lawyers’ Committee, he investigated and supervised the investigation of environmental justice and 
housing discrimination cases throughout the United States. 



17

 John Dodds, Director, Philadelphia Unemployment Project. Philadelphia, PA
John Dodds has been Director of the Philadelphia Unemployment Project since 1975. PUP is an organization 
of unemployed and low wage workers that works in coalition with various organizations concerned 
about economic justice, including labor unions, the religious community, social service and community 
organizations.  In his role as Director Dodds has led successful organizing campaigns on a variety of economic 
issues that have resulted in concrete gains for poor and working families.  Those campaigns have been in areas 
such as extending unemployment benefits, preventing mortgage foreclosures, raising the minimum wage, 
increasing access to health care, preventing plant closings, creating public jobs, etc. The organization continues 

organize and fight for the unemployed during the current recession and has been responsible for a large scale public jobs program 
in Pennsylvania, the Way to Work program and led the national fight to win a billion dollar federal aid program for unemployed 
homeowners facing foreclosure.   

John Taylor, President and CEO, National Community Reinvestment Coalition. Washington, 
DC 
John Taylor is President and CEO of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition.  Raised in the housing 
projects of Boston and trained as an attorney, he has dedicated his life to economic justice.  With over 25 
years in the field, he has been the recipient of numerous local, state and national awards, including the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Peace Award, two United States Congressional Citation Awards, the State of Massachusetts 
Award for Excellence in Community Economic Development, and a Presidential Appointment to the Community 

Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) Fund.
 Mr. Taylor recently was appointed to the board of directors of the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition and the Leadership Conference 
for Civil Rights.  He has also served on several other national boards, including the Consumer Advisory Council of the Federal 
Reserve Bank Board, The Fannie Mae Housing Impact Division, The Freddie Mac Housing Advisory Board, and many others.
 He has appeared on ABC’s Nightline, CBS, Fox news, CNN, CSPAN, in the New York Times, Washington Post, Chicago 
Tribune, and hundreds of other print, television and radio media.  Finally, Mr. Taylor has testified before numerous congressional 
committees, both in the US Senate and the House of Representatives. 

Senator Jon Tester of Montana. Chairman, Senate Banking Subcommittee on Economic Policy
Jon Tester is the junior U.S. Senator for Montana, serving since 2007. He is a member of the Democratic Party. 
He previously served as President of the Montana Senate.

Joseph Rich, Director, Fair Housing & Lending Project, Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law. Washington, DC
Joseph Rich is the Director of the Fair Housing Project at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.  
Prior to joining the Lawyers’ Committee in May, 2005, Mr. Rich spent his entire legal career in the Department of 
Justice’s Civil Rights Division from 1968-2005.  He was Chief of the Voting Section from 1999-2005, and prior to 
that served for twelve years as Deputy Chief in the Housing and Civil Enforcement Section enforcing fair housing 
and fair lending laws, and thirteen years as Deputy Chief of the Educational Opportunities Section doing school 

desegregation and other equal educational opportunity cases.  In these positions, he has tried or supervised hundreds of civil rights 
cases.  He received his B.A. from Yale University and his J.D., cum laude, from the University of Michigan. 
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Joshua B. Silver, Vice President of Research and Policy, National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition. Washington, DC 
Mr. Silver has 20 years experience in the housing and community development field.  As Vice President of 
Research and Policy, Mr. Silver develops NCRC’s policy positions, produces various research studies, engages 
in proposal writing and fundraising, and supervises a staff of research and policy analysts.  He has written 
NCRC testimony submitted to the Senate and House Banking Committees on topics including financial 
modernization, predatory lending, and the effectiveness of the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA).  He 
has also written several comment letters to federal banking agencies on subjects ranging from the merger 
application process, the content and accuracy of home and small business data, and fair lending issues.  Mr. 

Silver has testified before Congress, municipal and state legislative bodies and has represented NCRC on television and radio.
 Prior to NCRC, Mr. Silver worked at the Urban Institute for five years, where he specialized in housing market analysis and 
program evaluation.  Mr. Silver holds a Master’s degree in public affairs from the Lyndon Johnson School of Public Affairs at the 
University of Texas in Austin and earned a Bachelor’s degree in economics from Columbia University in New York City.  He lives in 
Bethesda, Maryland with his wife and daughter.

Karen Hinton, Owner, Hinton Communications. Washington, DC 
Karen Hinton is President of Hinton Communications, a highly creative and effective communications and 
public affairs firm featuring talent with over 30 years of experience in strategic communications planning, 
message development, media relations, media training, event planning and marketing and branding. 
 Hinton Communications innovative, results-oriented message strategies and extensive media contacts 
regularly generate positive news coverage for clients in the nation’s premier media, including The Wall Street 
Journal, The New York Times, USA Today, The Washington Post, all nightly news networks, CNN, as well 

as regional and trade media. Hinton Communications also has developed marketing strategies and planned major conferences and 
events for some of the largest trade associations in Washington, D.C., including the National Association of Realtors and the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors.  Hinton’s clients include corporations, nonprofits, and government agencies. 
 Hinton previously worked as: Acting Assistant Secretary for Communications at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; Vice President for External Affairs for New American Schools, a leader in educational consulting; Press Secretary for 
former U.S. Congressman Mike Espy; Director of Marketing/Communications for the D.C. Public School System; and senior advisor 
for two prominent public relations firms.

Kathy Korman Frey, Founder, The Hot Mommas Project. Washington, DC  
Kathy Korman Frey is an Entrepreneur in Residence at the George Washington University school of Business 
and teaches the award-winning Women’s Entrepreneurial Leadership class. She is also the founder of the 
consulting firm Vision Forward (www.VisionForward.com). Since its inception in 2001, Vision Forward has 
become known for its unique approach to consulting which combines planning and staff training in a one-to-
two day “bootcamp” format. The firm specializes in helping businesses with female leadership. Clients include 
AARP, The US Department of Justice, Entrepreneur’s Organization, Chief Executive’s Organization, Visa, 

and The Federal Drug Administration. Frey is also the creator of the world’s largest women’s case study database: The Hot Mommas 
Project. The cutting edge, crowd-sourced online library is the recipient of a 2006 Coleman Foundation Case Award and has been 
profiled by The Washington Post Magazine, NPR, and featured in Prentice Hall textbooks. 
 Prior to her current activities, Frey served as Chief Operating Officer for the National Council on the Aging Development 
Corporation where she worked with teams to develop, capitalize, and manage entrepreneurial ventures in the health and aging 
industries. She was part of the planning team for www.BenefitsCheckUp.org which today delivers a 200 to 1 ROI. Frey also served 
as an analyst and in management at Markowitz & McNaughton, Incorporated (later acquired by Citigate and partnered with 
The McLean Group) performing competitive and merger & acquisition analyses for Fortune 100 clients to advise the leaders of 
multinational corporations on strategic growth decisions. 
 Frey earned her MBA from Harvard Business School and her B.A. in English from the University of Virginia where she 
received the Seven Society’s James Earle Sargeant award for community service. She is a featured contributor on Maria Shriver’s 
Women’s Conference site, the author of the NFIB Young Entrepreneur Foundation blog, a Harvard Business School case author, 
and dubbed one of “America’s Top Business Bloggers” by the HSM World Business Forum. She is a regular speaker on the topics of 
women’s leadership and education, mentorship, and work-life balance. Frey is a former board member of the Alzheimer’s Association, 
National Capital Area. She lives in DC with entrepreneur husband Josh Frey, their two children, Maxwell and Lilah, and dog Foxy. 
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Representative Keith Ellison, Fifth District of Minnesota
Representative Keith Ellison is serving his second term representing the Fifth District of Minnesota, which 
consists of Minneapolis and surrounding suburbs. Keith sits on the House Financial Services committee.

Kevin Stein, Associate Director, California Reinvestment Coalition. San Francisco, CA
Kevin Stein is Associate Director of the California Reinvestment Coalition (CRC).  CRC is a statewide 
membership organization of more than two hundred and seventy-five nonprofit organizations and public 
agencies that advocates with financial institutions for increased lending, investment, and financial services to low 
income communities and communities of color.  CRC’s goals are equal access to fair finance for all Californians 
and an end to the two tier lending system that causes lower income people to pay more for financial access.  
 CRC negotiates and monitors CRA agreements with the largest financial institutions in the state, and 

advocates for laws, policies, regulations, banking practices and financial products that meet the needs of local communities. CRC 
members meet with these institutions regularly for dialogue to expand products and services available to low income and minority 
communities that also offer positive opportunities for the institution. CRC also advocates on the issues of payday, subprime mortgage 
and tax refund lending.
 At CRC, Kevin works on banking and housing issues, including efforts to fight predatory mortgage lending and foreclosure 
through negotiation with banks, regulatory and legislative advocacy, public education, support for local initiatives, and action 
research.  Kevin is the primary author of several CRC reports relating to subprime lending, foreclosure, loan modification and access 
to credit. 
 Before coming to CRC, Kevin was Supervising Attorney at the East Palo Alto Community Law Project and Lecturer in Law 
at Stanford Law School, working on community economic development issues. Prior to that, he worked at HomeBase, a law and 
social policy center on homelessness. Kevin is a graduate of the Georgetown University Law Center, and Stanford University. Kevin 
currently sits on the board of directors of the Mission Economic Development Agency (MEDA) and is a member of the Federal 
Reserve Board’s Consumer Advisory Council.   

Kimberly Boyd-Harris, Executive Director, Center for Community Justice and Advocacy. Detroit, MI
Kimberly Boyd-Harris has served as the Executive Director of the Center for Community Justice and Advocacy (CCJA) located in 
the City Of Detroit, Michigan since its inception in 2007. CCJA is a grass roots non-profit civil and human rights organization that 
has participated in filing fair housing complaints on behalf of homeowners, and is also part of the National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition’s Housing Counseling Network. Ms. Boyd-Harris has a background in real estate sales, finance, and mortgage lending 
compliance. In 2010, Ms. Boyd-Harris was instrumental in discovering systemic patterns of lending discrimination in mortgage loan 
servicing.

Lee Beaulac, Senior Vice President, PathStone. Rochester, NY 
Lee Beaulac is the Senior Vice President for Community and Economic Development at PathStone, a private, 
not-for-profit community development corporation and community development financial institution based in 
Rochester, New York.  PathStone is active in the states of New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, Indiana, 
Virginia, Vermont, and in Puerto Rico.  Mr. Beaulac has responsibility for the management of PathStone’s small 
business lending, training, and technical assistance programs, as well as PathStone’s homeownership promotion 
and community development activities.  Mr. Beaulac currently serves on the Steering Committee of the Stand-

Up For Rural America Campaign and is a member of the National Advisory Board for Rural LISC.  He also serves on the Bank of 
America National Community Advisory Council and is a member of the National Bankers Community Collaborative Council and 
the Mortgage Finance Community Council.  Mr. Beaulac has worked in the field of community-based economic development for 
more than 34 years.  He has also written many articles on community economic development that have been published in national 
journals and publications.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Latin American Studies from Ball State University and a Certificate 
in Community Economic Development from the Development Training Institute and the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York.

Lisa Carter, Executive Director, Community Land Cooperative of Cincinnati. Cincinnati, OH
Bio and photo unavailable
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Lisa Donner, Executive Director, Americans for Financial Reform. Washington, DC
Lisa Donner is the Executive Director of Americans for Financial Reform, having served as Deputy Director 
during the first phase of AFR’s work. Prior to this she was the Executive Director of the Half in Ten Campaign, 
an antipoverty project of the Center for American Progress Action Fund, Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights, and the Coalition on Human Needs.  Earlier, she was the Co-Director of the Center for Working 
Families, where she developed and promoted policy on fair taxes, work and family, and green jobs. Before 
Working Families, Lisa was Director of the Financial Justice Center, and Director of Public Policy for 

ACORN, and an organizer for the Service Employees International Union. She graduated from Harvard University.

Margaret Swedish, Project Director, Center for New Creation. Milwaukee, MI 
 Margaret Swedish is the founder of Spirituality and Ecological Hope a project sponsored by the Center for 
New Creation. This project focuses on the moral, ethical, and spiritual implications for U.S. society of the 
ecological crises of our times and seeks to articulate a ‘spirituality’ (values, framework of meaning) for a 
new way of life that can support the earth community as it goes through a time of great upheaval, recreating 
the relationship between the human and the ecosystems of the planet in a mutually life-enhancing manner. 
Margaret recently published Living Beyond the ‘End of the World’: A Spirituality of Hope, that explores the 
converging trends of ecological crises and the non-sustainability of the U.S. way of life while offering a 

spirituality for living beyond the ‘end of the world.’ 
 For over 20 years Margaret led the Religious Task Force on Central America and Mexico (RTFCAM) and was editor 
of Central America/Mexico Report. RTFCAM provided resources and coordination for faith-based solidarity work in the US, 
collaborating with national religious institutional leaders and a broad grassroots network. As director, Margaret traveled on fact-
finding missions to Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Mexico and was responsible Spirituality of Solidarity program, 
and the US-Mexico Border Outreach Program, which fostered collaboration between groups at the border and national religious and 
non-governmental organizations to address issues of human rights and economic justice for migrants and refugees. Her work lead to 
book Like Grains of Wheat: a Spirituality of Solidarity, co-authored with Marie Dennis, which share the reflections of more than 230 
US Americans engaged in Central America solidarity work over during this time.

Mark Ayers, President, Building Trades Department, AFL-CIO. Washington, DC
Prior to his unanimous election on September 6, 2007 as President of the BCTD, Mark Ayers was the Director 
of the Construction and Maintenance Department of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW), and as Chair of the National Maintenance Agreements Policy Committee (NMAPC). Prior to his 
tenure as the Director of the IBEW Construction and  Maintenance Division, Ayers was the Business Manager 
and Financial Secretary for IBEW Local 34 in Peoria, Illinois; and served as co-founder and chairman of the 
Central Illinois Chapter of NECA-IBEW Local 34 Quality Connection, and was the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
West Central Illinois Building & Construction Trades Council. 

  Ayers attended the George Meany Institute for Labor Studies (now known as the National Labor College), the University 
of Wisconsin, the University of Illinois Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations, and the International Foundation for Employee 
Benefits. Mark has also served his country as an aviator in the United States Navy.

Mark A. Edelman, Ph.D., Professor of Economics, Iowa State University. Ames, IA 
Professor Edelman has taught both undergraduate and graduate courses in Agricultural Policy and Economic 
Development.  His research and extension record includes many topics in entrepreneurship and business 
development; agriculture, international trade, and food policy; government finance and service delivery; 
economic development; and philanthropy.
 Professor Edelman has received several program and service awards at Iowa State University and while on 
the faculty at South Dakota State University.  Edelman received a national AAEA Distinguished Extension 
Program Award in 1992.  His most recent awards include Extension Scholarship and Discovery/Engagement 
Partnership Award for the CVC Iowa Wealth Transfer Study and Community Philanthropy Initiative in 

2006, and the Iowa Board of Regents Award for Faculty Excellence in 2001.  He recently received the 2010 Iowa Venture Award for 
Distinguished Leadership for CVC and ISU Extension initiatives related to the creation of the Iowa Microloan Project and other 
entrepreneurial activities. 
 Edelman received B.S. and M.S. degrees in Agricultural Economics from Kansas State University and a Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Economics from Purdue University in 1981.  Mark is from Sabetha, Kansas.  He has been married for 35 years and he and his wife 
Nancy have three grown children. 
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Mark Goldhaber, Senior Vice President, Genworth Financial. Raleigh, NC
Mr. Goldhaber is Vice President, Affordable Housing & Government Business Development for Genworth 
Financial. Previously he served as Vice President of Public Affairs for Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation (Freddie Mac) and held various legislative and regulatory positions with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 
 He is a board member of North Carolina Community Development Initiative Capital Inc., is a member 
of the National Housing Conference and formerly served on the National Institute for Community 

Empowerment, Inc. (NICE). Mr. Goldhaber, a graduate of American University, holds a Doctor of Laws degree from the University 
of Illinois.

Mark Seifert, Executive Director, Empowering and Strengthening Ohio’s People (ESOP). 
Cleveland, Ohio
Mark Seifert began his community organizing career in 1987 when he staffed the Homeless Committee of Low 
Income People Together (LIPT) and won immediate housing for more than 1300 homeless people over a six 
month period. In 1991, he became the Lead Organizer at the Union-Miles Development Corporation where 
he organized residents to get much needed reforms of the FHA housing disposition process that included 

donating more than 1,000 vacant government homes to CDC’s around the city of Cleveland. In 1993, he was the co-founding staff of 
the East Side Organizing Project and became its Executive Director in 1999. 
 Under Seifert’s direction, ESOP has become nationally recognized for its work on predatory lending and foreclosure 
prevention. ESOP’s model combines direct action organizing to force lenders to the table to negotiate written agreements. The 
agreements include a specific point person from the lender’s side that has the authority to make decisions about modifying terms of 
the loan. Today, ESOP has formal agreements with more than a dozen lenders and good working relationships with two dozen others. 
Since 2003, ESOP’s work has saved more than 25,000 families from foreclosure and has returned more than $9 million in fees and 
saved interest to those homeowners. 
 Under Seifert’s direction, ESOP’s foreclosure prevention work has been widely reported in more than 100 news reports since 
2009. In 2007 ESOP was awarded the “Special Church in the City Award” by the Cleveland Catholic Diocese. In May, 2009, ESOP 
received the “Innovative Business Practices” award from the Oberlin Research Group which cited ESOP’s management style as a best 
practice for the stressful environment ESOP staff work under. In June, 2009, ESOP received the Ohio Housing Finance Agency’s 
(OHFA)  “Sustainable Homeownership Excellence Award (SHEA) for its efficient foreclosure prevention process and has been cited 
by former Ohio Attorney General Richard Cordray as the most efficient foreclosure prevention model in the state of Ohio. 
 Beginning in April, 2008, under Seifert’s direction, ESOP began an expansion across the state of Ohio; going from five staff in 
one office to 42 staff in ten offices. Since 2005, ESOP has helped more than 16,500 families avoid foreclosure. 
 Mark has a B.A. in Urban Planning from Cleveland State University and his J.D. from the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. 

Mark Zandi, Chief Economist, Moody’s Economy.com (invited)
Mark Zandi is chief economist of Moody’s Analytics, where he directs research and consulting. Moody’s 
Analytics, a subsidiary of Moody’s Corporation, is a leading provider of economic research, data and analytical 
tools.  
 Mark’s research interests include macroeconomics, financial markets and public policy. His recent research 
has focused on the determinants of mortgage foreclosure and personal bankruptcy, analyzed the economic 
impact of various tax and government spending policies, and assessed the appropriate policy response to 

bubbles in asset markets.  
 Mark also conducts regular briefings on the economy. He is often quoted in national and global publications and interviewed 
by major news media outlets and is the author of Financial Shock, an exposé of the financial crisis. His forthcoming book, Paying the 
Price, provides a roadmap for meeting the nation’s daunting fiscal challenges. A trusted adviser to policymakers and an influential 
source of economic analysis for businesses, journalists and the public, Mark has frequently testified before Congress on topics 
including the economic outlook, the merits of fiscal stimulus, financial regulatory reform, and foreclosure mitigation.  
 Dr. Zandi received his PhD at the University of Pennsylvania, where he did his research with Gerard Adams and Nobel 
laureate Lawrence Klein, and received his B.S. from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. 
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Martin Johnson, Founder and President, ISLES. Trenton, NJ
Mr. Johnson founded Isles in 1981 with two other Princeton University students.  Since then, “Marty” and Isles 
have received national and international recognition for their sustainable development work.
Mr. Johnson is a founding director of numerous other development organizations and projects, including: the 
New Jersey Regional Coalition, New Jersey Community Loan Fund (now New Jersey Community Capital), 
Housing and Community Development Network of NJ, and the Success Measures Project, a national effort of 
the Development Leadership Network to re-think impact measures for community-building work.
 He is a former trustee and Executive Committee member of Princeton University, where he also taught at 

the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University from 1996-97. He is a trustee of the Capital 
Health System, the Capital City Redevelopment Corporation, and National Housing Institute. Marty was a Princeton University 
football recruit from Akron, Ohio.  He moved to Trenton in 1981, where he and his wife Liz have raised three sons.

Marva Smith Battle-Bey, Executive Diretcor, Vermont Slauson Economic Development Corp. 
(VSEDC). Los Angeles, CA
Marva Smith Battle-Bey is the President of the Vermont Slauson Economic Development Corporation 
(VSEDC), an organization that leads neighborhood revitalization efforts in the city of Los Angeles.  A 
graduate of the University of Southern California’s Planning School, Ms. Battle-Bey uses her skills and 
knowledge to help revitalize areas in South Los Angeles that are neglected by most mainstream developers.  
She breaks the traditional molds followed by most nonprofit development corporations with the idea that 

creating retail and industrial development should be done in conjunction with providing housing opportunities.  Ms. Battle-Bey has 
been the President of VSEDC for the past 20 years, spearheading the organization to accomplish more than $70 million in economic 
development projects within the Vermont Slauson community.  Ms. Battle-Bey is recognized as a pioneer and innovator in the realm 
of economic and is a member of the Board of Directors of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition; Chair of the California 
Community Economic Development Association; founder of the Black Women’s Network; founding member of the Friends of the 
Commission of the Status of Women for the City of Los Angeles; and National President of the National Coalition of 100 Black 
Women, New York.

Maryellen Lewis, Michigan CRA Coalition. Lansing, MI
Maryellen J. Lewis chairs the NCRC’s Global Committee and has led the formation of the Global Fair 
Banking Initiative since 2000.  She co-founded the global Social Capital Group at Michigan State University 
(in collaboration with the World Bank) and now works with NCRC’s global partners to expand consumer 
protections and fair, safe, and equitable access to capital and financial services around the world.  Her 
consulting work includes Community Economic Development; Community Reinvestment; Financial Sector 
Regulation & Policy; International Financial Sector Policy; Housing Finance + Policy; Fair Housing & Fair 
Finance Policy & Practice; Community Benefit Practices/Financial Institutions & Health Care Institutions; 

Community Master Planning + Zoning; and Training, Technical Assistance + Research.

Matthew Aliberti, Senior Negotiator for the SUN Initiative, Boston Community Capital. Boston, 
MA
Matthew Aliberti started at Boston Community Capital (BCC) in February 2008 as a Loan Officer with 
Boston Community Loan Fund before joining the SUN Initiative in 2009.  As Senior Negotiator and 
Underwriter, he works with banks and loan servicers to negotiate the purchase of occupied foreclosed 
properties at current market value, and ensures that each client meets SUN’s criteria for sustainability. 
 Mr. Aliberti brings to his role 10 years of community development lending experience.  Prior to joining 
BCC and SUN, he worked for Rhode Island Housing as a Development Officer and for the City of Boston’s 
Department of Neighborhood Development as a Housing Development Officer.  

A native of Maine, he has a bachelor’s degree from Harvard University and a Master’s in Urban Planning from the University of 
Michigan. 
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Matthew Lee, Executive Director, Inner City Press/Fair Finance Watch. Bronx, NY
Matthew Lee is a public interest lawyer, author, and founder of two non-profit organizations, Inner City Press and 
Fair Finance Watch. Both organizations are known for their investigations of the banking industry’s treatment of 
low-income communities of color around the world. Lee produces weekly reports on global banks and advocates 
for more fair treatment. Lee is the author of the non-fiction book Predatory Lending: Toxic Credit in the Global 
Inner City and the novel Predatory Bender. Lee is also an accredited journalist at the United Nations. Lee is also a 

frequent video discussion guest on BloggingHeads.tv, discussing things related to United Nations internal operations.

Matthew Ryder, Vice President of Programs,  Access to Capital for Entrepreneurs. Cleveland, GA 
Matthew Ryder as Vice President of Programs at Access to Capital for Entrepreneurs (ACE), a nonprofit domestic 
microfinance organization, Matt Ryder develops, evaluates, and implements loan and technical assistance programs 
that accomplish two goals. The first goal is to promote ACE’s social mission to strengthen micro enterprises and 
small businesses in Georgia. The second goal is to generate financial support and/or earned income to ensure 
ACE’s financial sustainability.
 Prior to joining ACE Matt spent a decade in the management consulting industry in operations strategy. 

During this period he consulted to for-profit companies, nonprofit organizations, and government organizations. He holds an 
undergraduate degree with honors from Wake Forest University and an MBA degree from the Goizueta Business School at Emory 
University.
 He lives in Marietta, GA with his wife, Jamie, a high school counselor and their sons Hugh (3 years) and Liam (2 years).

Michael Allen, Partner, Relman, Dane & Colfax. Washington, DC
Michael Allen is a partner in the civil rights law firm of Relman, Dane & Colfax, PLLC where his practice focuses 
on litigation under the Fair Housing Act (FHA) and Americans with Disabilities Act. He joined the firm in June 
2006, after 11 years of litigation and other advocacy on behalf of poor people and people with disabilities at the 
Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law and a decade at Legal Services of Northern Virginia. Michael has litigated 
and lobbied at the federal and state levels, and appeared in national print and electronic media.  He is a 1979 
graduate of Georgetown University, and received his law degree in 1985 from the University of Virginia. He is 

admitted to practice in the District of Columbia and Virginia. Michael has written, lectured and consulted widely on civil rights and 
NIMBYism.

Michael Gecan, Community Organizer and Author, Going Public: An Organizer’s Guide to Citizen Action.
Mike Gecan is the current co-director of the Industrial Areas Foundation.  For the past 30 years, he has worked primarily in the 
northeast -- New York, New Jersey, and elsewhere -- and in Illinois in the midwest.  He has assisted emerging IAF organizing efforts in 
the United Kingdom, Germany, and Australia in recent years.  He is the author of two books -- Going Public (Anchor Paperback) and 
After America’s Midlife Crisis (MIT Press) -- as well as essays in the Boston Review and Village Voice and numerous opinion pieces in 
the New York Times, Washington Post, New York Daily News, and Chicago Sun Times.

Michael D. Mitchell, Director, National Neighbors, National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition. Washington, DC  
Michael D. Mitchell serves as the Director of National Neighbors a program of the National Community 
Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC).  In this position Mr. Mitchell spearheads the Coalition’s systemic fair 
lending initiatives, leads the national mystery shopping/testing program, leads efforts to combat predatory 
lending, conducts fair lending training, manages the coalitions enforcement efforts, provides compliance and 
best practice partnership services to lenders and housing providers, and provides technical assistance and fair 
housing capacity building training to community organizations.  Michael has also served NCRC in the capacity 

of Vice President of Fair Lending.  Michael brings to NCRC a longtime commitment to civil rights, and economic justice, having 
worked in the field of civil rights law enforcement for over 15 years.
 Michael serves as an Adjunct Professor of Law at the Howard University School of Law, where he teaches a seminar on 
Predatory Lending. 
 Before joining NCRC, Michael worked for seven years with the Equal Rights Center and the Fair Housing Council of 
Greater Washington where he served that organization as the Director of Enforcement, and the Director of the Fair Housing Center 
of Suburban Maryland.  In these positions Michael conducted testing of housing providers, public accommodations, insurance 
companies, and lenders, and participated in several cases that led to landmark decisions.  Michael was also involved in fair housing 
planning, expanding accessibility, education and outreach, and voluntary compliance training. 
 Michael also worked for the City Rockville, Maryland, where he served Rockville’s Human Rights Commission as the City’s 
Human Rights Officer. In this position he worked to enforce Rockville’s Human Rights Ordinance as it pertained to discrimination in 
employment, housing and public accommodations.



24

Prior to coming to Washington, Michael practiced law in the Oakland California for three years, working both as a solo practitioner 
and serving as an Associate in the Law offices of Richard R. Wright.  Michael is an honors graduate of Morehouse College in Atlanta 
Georgia, and a graduate of the Boalt Hall School of Law, at the University of California, Berkeley.    

Mike Elk, Labor Journalist, In These Times. Washington, DC 
Mike Elk is a third-generation union organizer who has worked for the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers, the Campaign for America’s Future, and the Obama-Biden campaign. Based in Washington D.C., he 
has appeared as a commentator on CNN, Fox News, and NPR, and writes frequently for In These Times as well 
as Alternet, The Nation, The Atlantic and The American Prospect.

Moises Loza, Executive Director, Housing Assistance Council (HAC). Washington, DC
Moises Loza is currently the Executive Director of the Housing Assistance Council (HAC), a national non-
profit corporation that works to increase the availability of decent housing for rural low-income people.  The 
organization provides technical assistance, training, research and has a revolving loan fund with assets of 
approximately $72 million to assist with the development of housing for low income families and hard to serve 
populations in rural areas, especially the Appalachian area, the colonias along the U.S.-Mexico border, the lower 
Mississippi Delta, migrant farmworkers, and Native Americans.  HAC has loaned over $232 million which 

have helped build over 62,000 units in 49 states, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands; it also conducts legislative policy, and program 
analyses to assist federal, state and public bodies and others to serve rural areas more effectively.  Mr. Loza is currently the chairman 
of Rural Development Leadership Network.  Mr. Loza serves on the board of directors of the National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition, the National Housing Conference, and the National Rural Housing Coalition.  Mr. Loza grew up in South Texas.  A 
member of a migrant farmworker family, he traveled extensively with his family seeking  farmwork  in the South, Midwest and West.

Nadine Cohen, Esq., Attorney, Greater Boston Legal Services. Boston, MA
Nadine Cohen, Esq. is the Managing Attorney of the Consumer Rights Unit at Greater Boston Legal Services 
(GBLS).  A major focus of her work involves foreclosure prevention and predatory lending, a project that 
provides legal representation to low-income homeowners facing foreclosure and those who have been victimized 
by predatory and abusive lending practices.  The project also engages in impact litigation, community education, 
and legislative advocacy and works in coalition with community and government organizations to develop 
systemic approaches to address the current foreclosure crisis in Massachusetts.  Ms. Cohen has been a civil rights 

lawyer for more than 20 years.  Prior to joining GBLS she was senior staff counsel at the Boston Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
 Rights, where she developed and directed the Committee’s Fair Housing Project and handled numerous individual and 
class action housing discrimination cases in federal and state courts and administrative agencies.  Ms. Cohen developed Boston’s first 
private fair housing testing project and established a private bar panel to handle referrals of fair housing cases.  Ms. Cohen has brought 
major cases against public housing authorities, mortgage lenders, and Internet advertisers.  She has conducted numerous trainings on 
housing discrimination law and has presented at many national conferences.  She was instrumental in establishing the Fair Housing 
Center of Greater Boston, a private fair housing organization in Boston, and serves on its Board of Directors.

P.J. McCarthy, Director of Public Entity REO Sales, Fannie Mae. Washington, DC
P.J. McCarthy is a Director in the REO Sales organization running Fannie Mae’s Neighborhood Stabilization 
initiatives focusing on the sale of Fannie Mae REO to owner occupants, public entities and non-profits.  
 Before joining Fannie Mae McCarthy worked for Great Lakes Financial Group in Cleveland, Ohio as 
Director of Multifamily Lending responsible for underwriting and origination of Freddie Mac, Federal Housing 
Administration-insured and conduit, multifamily loans.

Prior to that he worked as an accountant for Ernst & Young, LLP in Cleveland, Ohio, where his duties included audits of financial 
services companies including private equity funds and insurance companies.
 McCarthy holds both a bachelor’s degree in finance and management information systems from Ohio University, in Athens, 
Ohio and a Masters of Science in Accountancy from the University of Notre Dame, in South Bend, Indiana.
He is the past treasurer, chair of the audit committee and member of the easement committee for the Historic Gateway 
Neighborhood, a community development corporation in downtown Cleveland.  He also serves on the finance committee at Our 
Lady of Angels Church in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Pete Garcia, President, Victoria Foundation. Phoenix, AZ 
Pete Garcia has dedicated his life to providing opportunity to those individuals facing insurmountable challenges 
and obstacles.  As a young man growing up in the Marcos de Niza Projects, he saw firsthand the result of the 
social ills plaguing the underserved Latino community.  Raised by his mother Victoria, Mr. Garcia learned early 
the importance of a strong work ethic, the ability to overcome adversity, and most important, empathy for all.  
In 1972, Mr. Garcia joined a small, non-profit agency, Chicanos Por La Causa, Inc., (CPLC), as an Economic 
Development Specialist.  He would excel and be promoted to Economic Development Director.  He would 

eventually hold the position of Vice President of Community Support.  Mr. Garcia continues to participate in a number of boards/
committees including the National Community Reinvestment Coalition, the National Trust
 Community Investment Corporation, the Rural Development Finance Corporation, the Anti-Defamation League 
Committee on Hate Crimes, Nevada Fair Housing Center, the Western Region Boy Scouts of America, and the Farmworker Justice 
organization.  He also serves on two bank advisory boards.  Mr. Garcia received his Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education 
from Arizona State University in 1971 with a minor in Physical Education and History.  He also earned a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration from the University of Southern California.

Phillip Robinson, Executive Director, Civil Justice Inc. Baltimore, MD
Phillip Robinson is the Executive Director of Civil Justice Inc., a Maryland based public        interest legal 
association which provides services to Maryland consumers.  Civil Justice has been recognized as a model 
program bringing together a network of nearly Maryland solo and small firm attorneys interested in doing well 
while doing good.  
 Phillip was recognized as the 2008 Denis J. Murphy Maryland Consumer Advocate of the Year by the 
Maryland Consumer Rights Coalition and a Maryland ”Super Lawyer” for 2008-2009 for his work as a leading 
public interest attorney helping consumers who are victim of unfair foreclosure, predatory lending practices, and 

mortgage fraud.  
 Phillip’s work at Civil Justice concentrates in certain program service areas designed to help at risk homeowners avoid 
becoming the victim of certain predatory real estate practices.  He serves as class counsel in several class action lawsuits and project 
manager for several pro-active public education programs designed to prevent residents from entering into illegal transactions in the 
first instance.  
 Phillip is a Member of the State and Federal Bars of the State of Maryland and has served as class counsel in the past.  He 
has a BA in Political Science from American University in 1989 and attended both Georgetown Law Center and Widener University 
School of Law where he received his JD in 1998.

Rashmi Rangan, Executive Director, Delaware Community Action Council. Wilmington, 
DE
Rashmi Rangan, Esq. joined the Delaware Community Reinvestment Action Council, Inc. (DCRAC) 
in December 1994 as the Executive Director.  She has launched and managed DCRAC’s education and 
outreach programs.  She has authored Money Matters! a series on handbooks on Money Management 
and hosts the monthly television program.  She is also responsible for DCRAC’s advocacy programs and 
as such has commented on numerous bank mergers.  She was the first voice in Delaware against predatory 
lending and led DCRAC to narrow its focus on payday lending.  As a result, today, DCRAC is exploring 

the launch of a low-income community credit union as a viable alternative to high cost loans and the Economic Justice Campaign 
to build a coalition of leaders in the state of Delaware that help shape an agenda that keeps the focus on consumers.  Ms. Rangan 
graduated from University of Delaware (MA in Urban Affairs and Public Policy) and from Widener University School of Law ( JD) 
and is now licensed to practice in PA, NJ, and DE.  Ms. Rangan sits on various committees and task forces on education, housing, 
business, etc., and serves on two boards-NCRC (National Community Reinvestment Action Council) and League of Women Voters.  
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Richard Alarcon, Los Angeles City Councilmember. Los Angeles, CA
A former State Senator, State Assemblymember, teacher and community activist, Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Richard Alarcón was brought up by working class parents who taught him the value of hard 
work, the importance of standing up for what is right and the moral responsibility to help those who are less 
fortunate.
 Never forgetting his roots, Alarcón fights hard for families in the San Fernando Valley and throughout the 
State of California. Education, community, health, safety, labor, poverty and workers’ rights and benefits - these 

are all the issues that Councilmember Alarcón has fought hard to protect and improve in his various leadership roles. 
Councilmember Alarcón was elected to the City Council in 2007, returning to the body where he also served as a Councilmember 
in the 1990s.  Since his return, he has focused heavily on helping the working men and women of California and protecting 
families.  He has worked with the community advocates at One LA-IAF to create a $1 million pilot program to help keep families 
from foreclosure, worked on anti-poverty measures including streamlining the application processes for services, worked to create 
Banking Development District to bring banks to underserved areas and created homeownership incentives through the Hometown 
Heroes homeownership program.  He has worked with the community and businesses to create new jobs and positive development, 
including Plaza Pacoima, a development with a Costco, Best Buy and Lowe’s.  His passion for increasing child safety in our City, 
drawn from his own personal experience of having lost an infant son in a car accident, is driving his work to open the first-ever 
pediatric trauma care center in the San Fernando Valley and he has focused on adding speed humps around parks and schools.  A 
tireless advocate for the environment, he also created a Certified Green Business program to reward businesses that operate in an 
environmentally sustainable manner.
 In 2009, Councilmember Alarcón was named Chair of the Jobs & Business Development Committee, where he has 
spearheaded initiatives to help make it easier and cheaper to do business in Los Angeles.  Efforts include the re-convening of the 
Business Tax Advisory Committee (BTAC), the passage of the Business Tax Holiday, whereby businesses that relocate or start in Los 
Angeles receive three years with no business taxes and he has taken the lead on helping keep the film industry in Los Angeles, which 
employs over 141,000 people in the City.  He has moved forward over two dozen different incentives, including a reduction in taxes, 
providing free parking opportunities, reducing red tape and speeding up City processes for film productions and creating a marketing 
and discount program.
 Alarcón’s work as an elected representative of the people of Los Angeles goes back over a decade. As a Los Angeles City 
Councilmember in the 1990s, Alarcón used $4 million in redevelopment money from the Northridge earthquake to attract over 
$100 million in new business investment, ending the long time blight left in the wake of a GM plant closure and creating a vibrant 
manufacturing and retail center that produced over 4,000 jobs. He was integral in closing Lopez Canyon Landfill, pushed the MTA 
to upgrade its fleet with clean burning buses and authored the Urban Rivers and Parks Act, which was used in the creation of the 
Hansen Dam Recreation Area. In 1997 he spearheaded the creation of the Northeast Valley Enterprise Zone, bringing businesses, 
and in turn good jobs, to the area.
 As a State Senator, Alarcón was the Chairman of the powerful Labor and Industrial Relations Committee and was integral 
in overhauling workers’ compensation. He has been a leader in education reform, environmental justice and funding trauma care. In 
2003 he started the Select Committee on the Status on Ending Poverty, which changed to the Joint Committee to Develop a Master 
Plan to End Poverty in California in 2005. During his time in the senate he also created the Cal Home Program which brought in 
$550 million to expand homeownership opportunities, brought $85 million dollars to community clinics through the Cedillo/
Alarcón Primary Care Clinic Act and acquired $200 million for teacher recruitment, training and salary increases. 
Alarcón’s hard work has not gone unnoticed. In 2003 he was one of eight state legislators in the United States called a “Local Hero” 
by The Nation magazine. The national magazine picked Senator Alarcón as a state legislator who sets an example of leadership that 
Democrats in Congress should emulate. In addition to this honor, in 2005 he received the “Truman Award for the Outstanding 
Elected Official” from the Democratic Party of San Fernando Valley and has a 100% voting record with Environment CA Scorecard 
and Planned Parenthood of California.
 Along with his work as a public servant, Councilmember Alarcón founded and co-founded many non-profits, including 
his youth leadership training program, Richard Alarcón’s Young Senators, the Gift of Christmas, a toy give-away program that was 
inspired by the generosity of his father and the most recently the George and Anne Lopez - Richie Alarcón C.A.R.E. Foundation.

Richard Cordray, Assistant Director for Enforcement, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB). Washington, DC
Richard Cordray is an American politician of the Democratic Party who last served as the Attorney General of 
Ohio. He has been chosen as the incoming chief of the United States Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 
which begins opens in July 2011. Cordray was elected on November 4, 2008 to fill the remainder of the 
unexpired term ending January 2011. On November 2, 2010, Cordray lost his bid for re-election to former Lt. 
Governor and U.S. Senator Mike DeWine. Prior to his election as Ohio Attorney General, Cordray served as 

the Ohio State Treasurer and as treasurer of Franklin County, Ohio. He has also previously served as a member of the Ohio House of 
Representatives (1991–1993) and as the first Ohio state solicitor (1993–1994).
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 Robert Dickerson, Executive Director, Birmingham Business Resource Center. Birmingham, 
AL 
Robert Dickerson serves as the Executive Director of the Birmingham Business Resource Center (BBRC), 
a small business development agency located in Birmingham, Alabama.  Mr. Dickerson founded the BBRC 
in 1996 after spending 20 years working as both a commercial and consumer lender at several large financial 
institutions.  The Center offers a one-stop location for programs that provide access to capital and technical 
assistance to small business owners.  Under Mr. Dickerson’s leadership, the BBRC has overseen the origination 

of over $170 million in loans to businesses, many of whom would not have been able to borrow had it not been for the organization’s 
existence.

Robert Egger, Founder and President, DC Central Kitchen. Washington, DC
In Washington, Robert was the founding Chair of both the Mayor’s Commission on Nutrition and Street Sense, 
Washington’s “homeless” newspaper. He was also the Co-Convener of the first Nonprofit Congress, held in 
Washington DC in 2006. 
Robert’s book on the non-profit sector, Begging for Change: The Dollars and Sense of Making Nonprofits 
Responsive, Efficient and Rewarding For All, was released in 2004 by HarperCollins. It received the 2005 McAdam 
Prize for “Best Nonprofit Management Book” by the Alliance for Nonprofit Management.   

Robert was included in the Non Profit Times list of the “50 Most Powerful and Influential” nonprofit leaders from 2006-2009. He was 
the recipient of the Restaurant Association of Metropolitan Washington’s 2007 “Lifetime Achievement” award and the 2004 James 
Beard Foundation “Humanitarian of the Year” award. He has been named an Oprah Angel, a Washingtonian of the Year, a Point of 
Light and one of the Ten Most Caring People in America, by the Caring Institute. He is also a 14-gallon blood donor to the American 
Red Cross.
Robert speaks throughout the country and internationally on the subjects of hunger, sustainability, nonprofit political engagement 
and social enterprise. He writes blogs and editorials to share his ideas about the nonprofit sector and the future of America.

Robert A. Peck, Commissioner Public Buildings, General Service Administration (GSA). 
Washington, DC 
Robert A. Peck serves as the Commissioner of Public Buildings for GSA. He was appointed to this position on 
August 19, 2009. 

As Commissioner, Peck is responsible for the nationwide asset management, design, construction, leasing, 
building management and disposal for 370 million square feet of government-owned and leased space, accommodating 1 million 
federal workers. Additionally, he oversees an annual budget of more than $9.1 billion and a workforce of 7,005.
 Most recently, Peck served as a managing director of Jones Lang LaSalle, where he advised corporations, governments, 
and nonprofit institutions on real estate portfolio strategy and on public-private, mixed-use developments. He previously served as 
Commissioner of Public Buildings during the Clinton administration.
 His prior federal experience includes positions at the Office of Management and Budget, the National Endowment for 
the Arts, and the Federal Communications Commission. On the U.S. Senate staff, he was associate counsel to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works and Chief of Staff to the late U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. He has also been a land-use and 
real estate lawyer, president of the Greater Washington Board of Trade and vice president for public affairs at the American Institute of 
Architects.
 Peck served as a Special Forces officer in the U.S. Army Reserve. He is a past president of the D.C. Preservation League, a 
former appointee to the D.C. Board of Education and has served on numerous other public and nonprofit boards.
 Peck holds a bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of Pennsylvania, a Juris Doctor from Yale Law School and 
was a Visiting Loeb Fellow at Harvard University’s Graduate School of Design.
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Ronald L. Phillips, CEO, Coastal Enterprises, Inc. Wiscasset, ME
Ronald L. Phillips is President and founder of Coastal Enterprises, Inc. (CEI), a nonprofit community 
development corporation (CDC) and community development financial institution (CDFI) based in Wiscasset, 
Maine.  Organized in 1977 with roots in the civil rights movement, CEI’s mission is to create economically and 
environmentally healthy communities in which all people, especially those with low incomes, can reach their full potential.  
CEI has pursued this mission primarily in rural regions by creating jobs, affordable housing and social services for 
people and places left out of the economic mainstream.  The organization seeks the “Triple Bottom Line” or “3E 

investing” by applying economic, equity and environmental criteria in its social investments.
 With 40 board and advisory volunteer board members of CEI and subsidiaries representing both the public and private 
sectors, a staff of 85, and capital under management of over $783 million, CEI is now one of Maine’s and the nation’s major finance 
development organizations.  Supported by private foundations, individual and institutional investors, local, state and federal agencies, 
CEI has mobilized over $2 billion for financing and technical assistance in development of small, medium and micro businesses, 
natural resources industry sectors of fish, farms and forests, community facilities such as family and center-based child care, and 
affordable housing.  Under its venture capital funds and a recently awarded New Markets Tax Credit allocation by the CDFI Fund of 
the U.S. Treasury, CEI is making investments outside of Maine in rural New England and other rural regions throughout the U.S.
 Ron was previously on the Executive staff of the National Council of Churches’ Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility dealing with domestic and international political, social and economic policies of U.S. private corporations and public 
agencies in Third World regions. Prior to that he worked at the United Methodist Church’s Global Missions at the United Nations in 
New York City.  He was selected by the James A. Johnson Fannie Mae fellowship for the class of 2002.  He attended the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa.
 His past and present board and advisory board memberships include the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston; KeyBank’s 
National Community Development Advisory Board; Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston; Board of Regents, Economic Development 
Council of Maine; Maine Small Business Advisory Council; Mainewatch Institute; Maine Center for Economic Policy; Maine 
Fisheries Industry Development Center; and Albanian-American Trade and Development Association.  He is a member of Rural 
LISC Advisory Counsel and on the national boards of LISC and past board member of Opportunity Finance Network, a long-
time board member of the National Congress for Community Economic Development, and a founding member of Association for 
Enterprise Opportunity.  He is also a founding member of the New Markets Tax Credit Coalition, and served the chair of the board 
and serves as a member of the executive committee.  He has served on the Federal Reserve Bank Board of Governors Consumer 
Advisory Council.  
 Ron is a graduate of Boston University with a B.A. in comparative literature; a M. of Divinity from Union Theological 
Seminary in New York; and Harvard Business School’s Advanced Management Program AMP.  He lives in Waldoboro with his wife, a 
Maine artist.  They have two sons, Isaac, a psychologist, and Benjamin, a musician.

Ross Sanders, CEO, Bizdom U. Detroit, MI 
In this capacity, he oversees all operations encompassing recruiting, training, fundraising, business launching 
and organizational planning. Prior to this role, he served on the leadership team of Rock Financial and Quicken 
Loans for 10 years. In this capacity, he coordinated the creation of a joint venture, start-up of a national branch 
network, relocation of the corporate headquarters, development of metrics and implementation of numerous 
process improvement initiatives. Prior to this experience, Ross spent 10 years at MetLife, where he managed large 
projects for clients including General Motors and General Electric. There he led the development of the GM 

National Retiree Servicing Center and managed a GE Benefit Center.
Ross received his Bachelor’s Degree from Michigan State University, earned a Master of Business Administration Degree from Wayne 
State University and is trained as a Six Sigma Black Belt. 

Sarah Brennan, Policy Deputy, Office of Councilmember Richard Alarcón, Los Angeles City 
Council. Los Angeles, CA
Sarah Brennan is Los Angeles City Councilmember Richard Alarcon’s Policy 
Deputy. Since 2008, she has advised the Councilman on a range of issues, 
with a particular focus on poverty and economic development. Sarah received 
her MPP from the University of Southern California’s School of Policy, Planning and Development, graduating 
with honors and winning the Bob Biller Award for best thesis among the graduating class. Between her 1st and 

2nd years of graduate school, she worked in the Office of New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg within the evaluation team 
that assesses the anti-poverty programs his administration has rolled out. Sarah began her career in Washington, DC where she 
served as an Americorps*VISTA with the National Community Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC) and spent several years as Senior 
Communications Associate for the New America Foundation.
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Sarah Saadian, Acting Legislative and Policy Analyst, National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition. Washington, DC  
Sarah Saadian serves as the Acting Legislative and Policy Analyst. She joined NCRC’s team after working on 
Capitol Hill and graduating from the University of Connecticut School of Law. Prior to law school, she attended 
the University of Virginia where she studied history. She currently is a Member of the Virginia Bar.

 
Sheila Bair, FDIC Chairman, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
Sheila C. Bair was sworn in as the 19th Chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) 
on June 26, 2006. She was appointed Chairman for a five-year term, and as a member of the FDIC Board of 
Directors through July 2013.
Chairman Bair has an extensive background in banking and finance in a career that has taken her from 
Capitol Hill, to academia, to the highest levels of government. Before joining the FDIC in 2006, she was the 
Dean’s Professor of Financial Regulatory Policy for the Isenberg School of Management at the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst since 2002. While there, she also served on the FDIC’s Advisory Committee on 

Banking Policy.
As FDIC Chairman, Ms. Bair has presided over a tumultuous period in the nation’s financial sector. Her innovations have transformed 
the agency with programs that provide temporary liquidity guarantees, increases in deposit insurance limits, and systematic loan 
modifications to troubled borrowers. Ms. Bair’s work at the FDIC has also focused on consumer protection and economic inclusion. 
She has championed the creation of an Advisory Committee on Economic Inclusion, seminal research on small-dollar loan programs, 
and the formation of broad-based alliances in nine regional markets to bring underserved populations into the financial mainstream.

Shelly Sheehy, River Cities Development Services. Davenport, IA
Shelley Sheehy is currently a Development Consultant at Homeward, Inc., a Housing and Small Business 
Community Development Corporation comprised of eight Rural Electric Cooperatives.  Ms. Sheehy is 
responsible for government relations, new programs, research, and fund development for a 25 county fund.  She is 
also a consultant for the West Central Davenport Business District, where she conducted neighborhood business 
survey in the downtown business district and coordinated communication and action to improve public safety and 

business atmosphere. 

Stella Adams, Executive Director, National Fair Housing Training Academy. Washington, DC
Stella J. Adams is the founder and CEO of SJ Adams Consulting, a firm that performs research and policy 
development in the areas of fair housing and fair lending.  The firm also conducts civil rights and mortgage fraud 
investigations and fair lending audits.  Ms. Adams is the former Executive Director of the award-winning North 
Carolina Fair Housing Center.  Under her leadership, the NC Fair Housing Center recovered over $57 million 
from predatory lenders for over 27,000
North Carolinians.  In addition, the Center recovered $3 million dollars for victims of unlawful discrimination.  

Ms. Adams has testified before Congress and has served on the Federal Reserve Board Consumer Advisory Council (1/05-12/07), 
which advises the Board on the exercise of its responsibilities under the Consumer Credit Protection Act.  Ms. Adams also currently 
serves on the following Boards and Commissions: NCRC Board of Directors; The North Carolina Advisory Committee to the US 
Civil Rights Commission; The NC Legislative Commission on Racial, Ethnic, and Religious Discrimination; and The NC Conference 
of the NAACP.

Steve Dubb, Research Director, Democracy Collaborative. College Park, MD
Steve Dubb is Research Director of The Democracy Collaborative at the University of Maryland and has 
worked for the Collaborative since 2004. Dubb is the principal author of Linking Colleges to Communities: 
Engaging the University for Community Development (2007) and Building Wealth: The New Asset-Based 
Approach to Solving Social and Economic Problems, published by The Aspen Institute in 2005. In 2010, 
Dubb coauthored a number of reports, including The Road Half Traveled: University Engagement at a Crossroads 
(with Rita Axelroth) and Growing a Green Economy for All: From Green Jobs to Green Ownership. (with Deborah 
Warren). Dubb also (with Ted Howard) conducted the initial strategic planning that led to the development of 

the Evergreen Cooperative initiative in Cleveland, Ohio and currently assists efforts to replicate that model in other cities.
 Previously, Dubb was Executive Director of the North American Students of Cooperation (NASCO), a U.S. and Canadian 
nonprofit association that provides education and technical assistance to university and community-based housing and retail 
cooperatives. For much of the past two decades, he has worked in various positions in the cooperative or civil society sector. Dubb 
received his Masters and Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of California, San Diego. He received his Bachelor’s in 
Economics (with honors) and Spanish from the University of California, Berkeley.
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Steve Meacham, Tenant Organizing Director, City Life/Vida Urbana. Jamaica Plain, MA
Steve Meacham has been an organizer for almost 40 years, working in the arenas of housing justice, union 
organizing, and anti-war activity.  He has been with City Life for 11 years and has helped develop their 
approach to Radical Organizing.  City Life currently is waging a campaign against foreclosures and especially 
post-foreclosure evictions that has won national attention, including from NCRC!

Steven H. Rosenbaum, Chief of Housing and Civil Enforcement Section, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, 
DC
Steven H. Rosenbaum has been the Chief of the Housing and Civil Enforcement Section in the Civil Rights Division of the United 
States Department of Justice since April 2003. The Section is responsible for enforcing the Fair Housing Act, the Equal Credit 
Opportunity Act, Title II of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act. Under his 
leadership, the Section has created over 12,000 housing opportunities for persons with disabilities through the enforcement of the 
Fair Housing Act’s multi-family housing accessibility requirements; filed and settled three major fair lending cases, including the 
first cases in which the Department has alleged discriminatory redlining regarding consumer or small business loans; obtained a 1.1 
million dollar verdict in a sexual harassment case, the largest verdict the Department has ever obtained in a Fair Housing case; and 
filed and settled a case alleging racial discrimination in public accommodations against a large, national restaurant chain. Steve is a 28-
year veteran of the Civil Rights Division who has served as Chief of two other Sections, the Special Litigation Section and the Voting 
Section. He also has served as the lead counsel on some of the Division’s most demanding and complex litigation in previous positions 
in the Appellate, Voting and Employment Litigation Sections. A recipient of the Walter W. Barnett Award, the Division’s highest 
recognition for achievement in litigation, he also has been honored with numerous Special Achievement, Special Commendation 
and Senior Executive Service Performance Awards. Steve was born and raised in Brooklyn, New York. He received his B.A. in 
History, with Honors, from Harpur College at Binghamton University in 1975, and was enrolled in Phi Beta Kappa. He attended the 
University of Michigan Law School and received a J.D., cum laude, in 1978.

Susan Jacoby, Author, Never Say Die: The Myth and Marketing of the Old New   Age. New York, 
NY
Susan Jacoby is the author of ten books, a frequent contributor to national magazines and newspapers, and the 
recipient of numerous awards, including a 2001 appointment as a fellow of the New York Public Library’s Center 
for Scholars and Writers. An outspoken advocate of reason, she writes “The Spirited Atheist” column for On Faith 
at The Washington Post. She is also program director of the Center for Inquiry-New York City, a rationalist think 
tank, and a member of the advisory boards of the Secular Coalition for America and the Freedom from Religion 
Foundation. 

Ted Howard, Executive Director, Democracy Collaborative. College Park, MD
Ted is the founding Executive Director of The Democracy Collaborative. Previously he was the Executive 
Director of the National Center for Economic and Security Alternatives, a research institute based in 
Washington, D.C. For the past three decades he has worked in the not-for-profit/civil society sector, including 
more than 15 years in international development with NGOs and agencies of the UN system. He is author or 
co-author of several books, including Ending Hunger, Entropy, and Who Should Play God? He is on the boards 
of directors of the Civil Society Development Foundation of Hungary and Catalytic Communities, a Brazilian 
NGO. He also serves as Chairman of the Board of Search for Common Ground, the world’s largest conflict 

resolution NGO, and the European Centre for Common Ground, a Belgian NGO.

Ted Wysocki, President and CEO, Local Employment & Economic Development Council. 
Chicago, IL 
Ted Wysocki is the Chair of the Board of Directors of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition 
(NCRC) and ask serves as CEO of the Local Economic and Employment Development (LEED) Council.  
Mr. Wysocki has been the CEO of the LEED Council since February 2002.  For more than 27 years, LEED 
Council has advanced a community development model, which integrates economic, employment and 
sustainable development by partnering with local businesses.  During his 17-year tenure as CEO of the Chicago 
Association of Neighborhood Development Organizations (CANDO), Mr. Wysocki built CANDO into the 
largest citywide economic development coalition in the U.S.  Under his leadership, CANDO was the primary 

advocate for industrial retention and retail expansion in Chicago neighborhoods, working with the City’s Department of Planning 
& Development to designate “Model Industrial Corridors” and launch their “Retail Chicago” program.  Mr. Wysocki is currently a 
member of the National Community Reinvestment Coalition’s Board of Directors, and is also the founding editor of NTIC’s national 
publication, DISCLOSURE.  Mr. Wysocki received his B.A. in Political Science from Providence College and his M.A. in Political 
Science from the University of Chicago.
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Theresa Stark, Senior Project Manager, Federal Reserve Board. Washington, DC.
Bio and photo unavailable

Thomas Perez, Assistant Attorney General of Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Justice. 
Washington, DC 
Thomas Edward Perez is the Assistant Attorney General for the Civil Rights Division of the United States 
Department of Justice. An American politician, consumer advocate and civil rights lawyer, Perez had served as 
Secretary of the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR) from January 2007, when 
he was appointed to that position by Governor Martin O’Malley, until his October 2009 confirmation by the 
United States Senate as Assistant Attorney General.

Timothy Lilienthal, Bank Accountability Campaign Coordinator, PICO National Network. Washington, DC 
Tim has 10 years experience in grassroots social change efforts, including time as a community organizer in El Salvador and director 
of the office of community service at Saint Joseph’s University in Philadelphia.  Tim joined PICO in 2005, working as a community 
organizer with PICO’s San Jose affiliate, PACT: People Acting in Community Together.  At PACT, Tim worked on issues related to 
public education, health care, and the environment.  In 2008, he joined PICO National Staff, where he served as communications 
director for two years, before moving into his current position directing the network’s bank accountability campaign.  He lives in 
Western Massachusetts with his wife Jennifer and their dog Baxter. 

Tom Feltner, Vice President, Woodstock Institute. Chicago, IL 
Tom Feltner is responsible for Woodstock Institute’s public policy development, media relations and fundraising. 
Since 2003, Mr. Feltner has worked to shape the financial reform policy debate by documenting the worst abuses 
in the consumer credit industry, proposing meaningful reforms, and communicating key findings and reforms 
to the public.  He oversees Woodstock’s state and federal policy agenda and works to connect the findings of the 
Institute’s path breaking research and the concerns of Illinois leaders to the state and federal debate on CRA, 
interest rate caps, and other economic stability issues.     

  
Mr. Feltner received a B.A. with high honors in Philosophy and Sociology from DePaul University and a Master of Urban Planning 
and Policy from the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Vicki King Taitano, Directing Attorney, Foreclosure Legal Assistance Program Maryland Legal 
Aid Bureau. Riverdale, MD 
Vicki King Taitano is the Director of the Maryland Legal Aid Bureau’s Foreclosure Legal Assistance Project. We 
represent homeowners in mediations and other stages of foreclosure, including motions to stay and bankruptcies. 
Before becoming director of the mediation project Vicki was a staff attorney in the general legal services unit, 
focusing on foreclosure and predatory lending issues. She is a graduate of the University of Hawaii, William S. 
Richardson School of Law and of Boston University. 

Victoria Schultz, Senior Counselor to the Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, U.S. 
Department of Justice. Washington, DC 
Vicki Schultz is Senior Counselor to the Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights at the Department of 
Justice.  In that role, she coordinates and oversees the Division’s work on fair housing and fair lending and she 
is the reviewer for the Housing and Civil Enforcement Section of the Division.  Ms. Schultz works closely with 
other federal agencies including HUD and Treasury as well as state and local partners around the country. 

Prior to federal service, Ms. Schultz served as Senior Advisor to then Maryland DLLR Secretary Thomas Perez to help craft the 
state’s response to the foreclosure crisis including legal and regulatory reforms, education and outreach and direct pro bono legal 
assistance for struggling homeowners.  She had worked in the community development field before joining state service: first 
directing a statewide project providing legal services to nonprofits and then for an entitlement jurisdiction, administering HUD and 
other government funds to strengthen and build communities. Vicki Schultz began her legal career at Maryland’s Legal Aid Bureau, 
Inc., where she focused on housing and consumer issues representing low and moderate income clients in court as well as providing 
information and outreach to communities.  
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William E. Garber, Jr., Director, Government & External Relations, Appraisal Institute. 
Washington, DC 
Bill Garber is the Director of Government and External Relations for the Appraisal Institute, where he serves as 
head of the AI Washington operations.  As director, he represents the interests of AI members before Congress, 
federal agencies, and state agencies and outreach to aligned real estate organizations. 
 Bill has expertise in a range of real estate issues, including residential and commercial valuation and finance, 
economic development and land use, conservation and historic preservation issues, valuation for financial 
reporting, securitization, and real estate asset management.  He serves as the liaison to the Appraisal Institute’s 

Government Relations Committee, Client Advisory Board, and Residential Appraiser Council, and as Treasurer of the Appraisal 
Institute Political Action Committee. Bill is a confidential industry informant to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is a frequent 
speaker before government agencies and industry organizations. 
 Bill has more than 15 years of association lobbying and management experience in the real estate and economic development 
professions.  He has a B.S. degree from Oregon State University, and is currently seeking a Master’s Degree in Public Administration 
from Walden University.

William Spielberger, Attorney, William F. Spielberger and Associates. Chicago, IL
Bio and photo unavailable

Yves Mombeleur, Director of Servicer Relationships, National Community Stabilization Trust. 
Dallas, TX
Yves Mombeleur has more than 20 years of experience in project management, operations, state and federal 
compliance, as well as administrative policy with a strong background in training and consensus building. He 
is currently the Seller Relations Director for the National Community Stabilization Trust.   In this position, 
Mr. Mombeleur manages the working partnerships with financial institutions on behalf of the Stabilization 
Trust and plays a key role in advancing strategic initiatives to assist local housing providers access and acquire 
foreclosed and abandoned properties to stabilize neighborhoods. 

 Prior to joining the Stabilization Trust, Mr. Mombeleur was Program Manager of the Chase REO Community Revitalization 
Program. In this role, he worked to help Chase exceed their commitment to offer a substantial discount on or donate homes to 
community groups or through nonprofit or government programs.  
 Mr. Mombeleur was also very active in the loss mitigation arena as the Regional Community Outreach Manager for 
Washington Mutual. In that position, he was responsible for advancing foreclosure prevention in the western half of the United States 
by working with local, state, and federal government agencies and nonprofit organizations to increase community awareness of loss 
mitigation options. 
 Mr. Mombeleur has appeared on radio and television shows talking about financial education and foreclosure prevention.  
 Mr. Mombeleur has a bachelor’s degree in Interdisciplinary Studies from the University of Texas at Arlington along with 
graduate degrees in Business Administration from The Lake Forest Graduate School of Management and a Jurisprudence degree from 
Loyola University Chicago School of Law where he was the recipient of a fellowship in Health Law.  
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