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• Lawyers develop inside the client 
population a sustainable knowledge 
base that allows the population to build 
foundations for opportunity within, to 
identify and defeat the causes of 
poverty. 

• Assisting the community in identifying a 
structural barrier (access to economic 
resources, housing, sustainability, 
stability, or employment 
opportunities)and then helping build 
capacity within the community to take 
action. 

• At Legal Aid, we can’t organize, but we 
can identify groups that are already 
organized and support them with our
legal work. 

Community 
Lawyering: 



Today’s Challenges Lay 
at the Intersection of 
Race and Gender. 



Before the 
Pandemic: 



During the Pandemic 
• As of June, 17.8 million workers remain unemployed and, for many, without a reasonable

chance of returning to their prior jobs. Many of those affected are women and workers of color, 
who are overrepresented in the low-wage jobs that are most vulnerable to layoffs during the 
pandemic. 



Black, Latino and 
Indigenous People 

• Because of sharp inequities in education, 
employment, housing, and health care stemming 
in large part from systemic racism, Black, Latino, 
Indigenous, and immigrant households have been 
particularly hard hit. 

• Congress included a limited ban on evictions in 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act of March, but this moratorium has 
expired. 





These Challenges 
are Community 

Challenges 



Raleigh Model: Wake County 
Housing Justice Coalition 

• Made up of various 
organizations, consisting of 
impacted residents and people 
of color and their allies. 

• Advocating for Affordable 
Housing (Raleigh’s Affordable 
Housing Bond), Fair Housing 
Enforcement (Creation of a local 
enforcement agency to her 
complaints) Equitable Zoning 
and Land-Use Strategies, and 
Reparations and Economic 
Justice 



Written Comments to 
Raleigh’s Affordable 
Housing Bond. 

• WCHJC submitted 
recommendations to Raleigh 
regarding the need for housing for 
those living at 30% and below of 
Raleigh’s area median income. In 
Raleigh, these are essential 
workers, low waged, and people 
of color who, with a household of 
four, make an annual salary of 
$27,800.



GENTRIFICATION 

• “The primary housing challenge for Raleigh’s low-
and moderate-income residents is housing cost. The 
majority of these private market residential 
developments are “luxury” rentals. Developers also 
continue to acquire older, modest private sector 
rental communities throughout the city to 
redevelop as upscale apartments. This both 
removes affordable units and contributes to the 
upward pressure on rents.” 



Campaign for An Affordable Housing 
Bond 

• Residents of the WCHJC also spoke at several public hearing meetings, before the Raleigh City 
Council, to explain their possible objectives to the bond. 

• They highlighted Raleigh’s own 2021-2025 Draft Consolidated Plan which states that with 
Raleigh’s tremendous growth, incomes for lower-wage earners have failed to keep pace, with 
very-low (50% AMI) and extremely-low (30% AMI) income households being most affected. 



WCHJC’s Recent Steps 

• Invited individual Council Members to their meetings, to explain their concerns over the bond, in the 
fact that the bond doesn’t state with much detail who it will help, and what types of housing projects 
will it fund. 

• Expanding their educational outreach with other existing groups in Raleigh, and are now educating 
them on their agenda to push for a bond that will address Raleigh’s most stated need for housing 
(housing for those living below 30% of the AMI) 

• Created a MOU, Roles and Responsibilities, Steps for Outreach, New Partnership guidelines, Core 
Values, and Mission. 

• Discussing their agenda with planners, developers, financing lenders, and the city to create financing 
strategies to build low income housing. 



The Rocky Mount 
Model: Community 
Response to Covid-19 



The Community Academy 
• Since 2014, I’ve worked with an organized group of dedicated citizens who are concerned about the high vacancy and blight in 
their neighborhoods. They consist of leaders from 14 marginalized and racially segregated neighborhoods. 

• They are organized around affordable and fair housing, health equity, food security, and equitable economic development. 

• Now they are working to direct important federal CARES Act funding into the hands of citizens who need it for rental, utility
and mortgage assistance, and submitted written recommendations to the City of Rocky Mount to use the funding in this way. 
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Unpaid bills drive N.C. families to financial brink Unpaid bills drive N. Carolina families to 

financial brink 

By TONY ROMM The Washington Post 

0 07.27.20 

f  o w e  

RALEIGH — As many as 1 million families in North Carolina have fallen behind on their 

electric, water and sewage bills, threatening residents and their cities with severe financial 

hardship unless federal lawmakers act to approve more emergency aid. 

The trouble stems from the widespread economic havoc wrought by the coronavirus, which 

has left millions of workers out of a job and struggling to cover their monthly costs. 

Together, they've been late or missed a total of $218 million in utility payments between 

April 1 and the end of June, according to data released recently by the state, nearly double 

the amount in arrears at this time last year. 
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Delinquent residential utility bills top $900K 
By WILLIAM F. WEST Staff Writer Jul 17, 2020 
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Here's the bottom line: The City of Rocky Mount has 4,227 of about 25,000 residential 

utilities customers anywhere from 31 to 120 days overdue in their payments, which 

adds up to a total of $911,902 in yet-to-be-paid services. 

During Monday's City Council work session, interim Business and Collections Services Director 

Latasha Hall outlined the specifics and what she and her team propose to do to address the 

situation, 

The City of Rocky Mount provides electric, natural gas, sanitation, sewer and water 

services. Due to the economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic, the council on 

March 19 voted to temporarily ban disconnecting utilities services due to non-

payments of bills and to temporarily ban imposing late fees. 

The nearly $912,000 figure is as of July 6 and Hall, in documents, said a review of balances 

exceeding $200 that are 31 to 120 days behind amounts to an average bill of $512 per 

customer. 

Hall on Monday told the council many customers are experiencing quite a financial hardship, 

with the jobless rate in the Rocky Mount area having increased 132.7 percent from March to 

April. 

To help provide COVID-19-related assistance, the municipality has established 

what is called the I Iti l it iec Ascictance Program thic to exnand the WARM Program  

PREV 



The City of Rocky Mount will use CDBG-CV 
funds to support utility assistance for low 
and moderate income individuals and their 
families who have delinquent accounts. 

Will use the FY 2020-2021 CDBG Public Service
allocation to help LMI residents with mortgage
housing counseling and rental assistance.

The City will partner with Edgecombe County 
to support utility assistance. (HB 1023- of 
these funds for use by municipalities within 
the county, for necessary expenditure incurred 
due to the public health emergency 



The Change 
Coalition: Re-
imagining 
Communities 



The group sent written 
recommendations to the City of Wilson, 
to advocate for community re-investment 

• Promote Equitable Economic Development through the 
following actions: 

• Educate the community on the consequences of evictions 
and how that often causes poverty, crime, and perpetuates 
systemic racism. 

• Preserve and create affordable housing in downtown
Wilson and expand affordable housing throughout the city.

• Create strategies around mitigating the effect of 
gentrification in “central city” as the downtown area continues 
to develop and grow. 

• Work with the county to implement a county-wide action 
plan that increases investment in black and brown 
communities, health, education, and workforce development 
sectors. 

• Create spaces at tables like Wilson Forward and other 
groups, where impacted residents who live in under 
resourced communities experiencing poverty are given an 
opportunity to participate in the visioning of moving the city 
forward. 
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